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Required Materials:

Text: Beecher, Penna, and Bittinger; College Algebra 2nd Ed




Manual: Penna; Graphing Calculator Manual (optional)




Calculator:  TI-83 or TI-83 Plus (TI-89 or above is NOT allowed)




Math XL on-line program (optional)
Attendance:

· Attendance is mandatory. I consider missing more than 4 class days excessive, whether excused or unexcused. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class.  Every student is responsible to sign the attendance sheet each day of class. Anyone missing more than 4 class periods will have their grade lowered one full letter grade. Your grade will be lowered one half a letter grade for every absence thereafter. Any exceptions must be cleared by me prior to the absence, or in the case of an emergency, immediately thereafter. 
· Daily assignments may be changed, therefore, if you are absent, you should check with a classmate or Blackboard to find out what you missed. 

Grade:

Homework


12.5%

 00.0%



Quizzes/Notes
/WPR

12.5%

 12.5%
Tests



55.0%

 67.5%

Final exam


20.0%

 20.0%

You will choose whether or not you want homework to count,

            either MathXL or textbook, or whether you want the tests
            to be worth more. I will figure your grades both ways and

            record the highest grade.
	Hmwk%
	Quiz%
	Test%
	Final%
	Grade

	100%
	75%
	66%
	63%
	C

	70%
	75%
	66%
	63%
	D+


Homework:  

· Assignments will be made daily. In order to be successful in this course, you will need to do the assignments daily.  These assignments should take 1-3 hours to complete. Class discussions and lectures will be of little value to you if they are not followed up with the homework.
· The best time to do Math homework is within a few hours after the lecture.
· You will have homework assigned on the computer and homework assigned from your text. 
· The textbook homework will be discussed the next class day. I will collect the entire chapter’s worth of homework on the day of the test. It will be graded for completion only, according to the homework guidelines (see page 3). 
· MathXL will be submitted to me via the computer on the specified due dates (see assignment sheet). A MathXL notebook is required where you show all your work done while doing MathXL. I will ask to see this notebook on occasional basis, such as when you come to my office to seek help, if you are using MathXL for your primary homework. MathXL is a great way to practice and review new concepts learned in each section. MathXL problems attempt to mimic the ones assigned in the textbook, but doesn’t include some of the problems that are very important in this class. The assignment sheet shows which problems from each section that aren’t included. Tests and quizzes are made from the textbook problems so make sure you don’t rely strictly on the MathXL.

· I recommend doing both homeworks: the textbook for pencil and paper practice (as it is more like taking a quiz or test) and the MathXL for immediate feedback and practice.

Class Notes:

· Taking good lecture notes (and clarifying your notes after the lecture) is another crucial part of your success in this class.
· Two times this semester you will be asked to turn in a complete day’s worth of annotated lecture notes to be graded (as a 20-point quiz grade). Each of these notes will be put on reserve in the library so that in case of an absence, anyone will be able to access that day’s notes.
· How?
1. Take good class notes, writing everything down from the board from beginning to end.

2. Copy your notes, using a copier on dark setting. (When you annotate your notes for yourself and not for me, which I hope you will do, you skip this step).
3. Use a red pen to clarify or annotate your notes. What is annotation? It is going through your textbook and writing down anything I missed in lecture. It is writing down what I said, but didn’t write on the board. It is explaining what you wrote down so that someone will understand what went on in class without being there. It is explaining each step of a problem.
· Why? Studies show that those students who annotate their notes daily, within a few hours after class, and use their class notes to do their homework, perform much better in mathematics classes – especially those that struggle with math.
· When you sign up to take notes, the notes are due the next class period. A rubric of how I will grade these notes is on Blackboard.

· Whether you annotate your class notes, or not, you should read over your notes each day, clarifying what you wrote, and then use them when you do homework. I try to do one homework problem from each section to help you.
Tests/Quizzes:

· Homework-like quizzes are given on most days (1-3 problems) the last 5 minutes in class. They are usually on the homework that was due the day before, though not always. 
· No makeup quizzes or tests will be given after they are handed back (usually the next day). Therefore if you are absent, you are responsible for making an appointment to take the quiz/test before the next class period.

· Be sure to take note of exam dates. If you have a problem with a test date, arrangements must be made with me prior to the test. Please talk to me if there are any problems – the sooner the better. 
· Tentative test dates: Jan 26th, Feb 14th, Mar 2nd, Mar 27th, Apr 13th, Apr 24th.
Final Exam: 

· The final exam is a departmental comprehensive exam. You can get a copy of old final exams on the internet at the USI Mathematics Home Page or on the Blackboard site for this course.

Blackboard:
· You may use Blackboard to email me or your classmates anytime. 
· You are required to check Blackboard everyday for changes in your daily assignments.
· Your grades are posted on Blackboard. 

· There is a link to MathXL on Blackboard.
Cheating:

· I encourage you to study and work in groups. However, when you present homework or other materials under your signature, you affirm that you produced and understood their contents. All instances of cheating will result in failure, in accordance with university policy.
Class Etiquette:

· All cell phones must be turned off prior to class. 

· The class will begin on time and end on time. Please do not disturb the class by being late.

· Regardless of the clock, please wait until I indicate that the class has ended before closing books, gathering belongings, or putting on coats.
Math Tutoring:
· Beginning the third week, there will be two study groups (Mon 1-3 pm; Wed 3-5 pm) held in SC3250. You and your friends are invited to come anytime!

· Free tutoring is available in the math clinic located in the offices of Academic Skills in ED 1111. If you are having problems with the assignments, make use of this service and make an appointment to see me. I encourage study groups!

Withdraw Policy:

· The last day to withdraw from a class without evaluation is Friday, March 16th. Any student who is failing at the time of withdrawal after this date will receive an F. If you stop attending class and do not officially withdraw, you will receive a grade of F.

Class Cancelation:

· Occasions when University functions will be cancelled are rare. If there is a decision to cancel classes, all area media will be notified so stay tuned for reports. If this class is cancelled, you are responsible for completing the next assignment.

Disability:
· If any member of this class feels that s/he has a disability, please advise me of the desired accommodations by the end of the first week of class or as soon as you have written documentation. I will work with you and the staff of the Disability Support Services to provide reasonable accommodations to ensure that you have a fair opportunity to perform and participate in class.

Office Hours (or by appointment):

· Check Blackboard “Instructor” tab for the specific hours. 
Homework guidelines:

1. Name, section number on the first page of the chapter, upper right hand corner.

2. Pencil only. 

3. Graph paper only!

4. Number on left side only (not the middle of the page).

5. Skip a line between each problem.

6. Each problem must be written out (except graphs, tables and word problems).
7. All work must be shown.

8. All homework must be completed for full credit, including the synthesis.
9. Begin each new section at the top of a page. Label each new section in the upper right hand corner.
10. Staple all pages from each chapter together in order before class when turning in.
Comments from students last semester on how to succeed in this class.
· Attend class EVERYDAY! Come on its math when you miss even one day it feels like you are on a whole different planet when you go back. AB

· Doing just MathXL will not help but if you do both it will be better. EK

· Do homework! It is the most important part of the class. Realize that you will not get a good test grade by failing to complete homework. AS

· Most importantly take good notes. MW

· Always do your homework. You never know when she’ll give a quiz.  TC
· Homework should be done on the day that it is assigned so if you don’t understand, it can be taken care of the next day.  LT
· Go to her office during office hours as well as study groups!  MA
· Do the practice tests to help study for tests. This helped the most.  NZ
· You need to do the homework every night even if you don’t feel like doing.  TJ
· For the tests you need to start reviewing about 2-3 days before in order to fell ready to do well on it.  SS
· Ask questions that you need to ask, take great notes.  OB
· Spend at least one hour a day additionally studying things you do not understand.  MZ
I have received a copy of the syllabus for College Algebra (Math 111). I have read the syllabus and have been offered an opportunity to ask questions about it. I understand and agree to the requirements in this syllabus, which include the following:

1. There are NO make-up exams (or quizzes). If I miss a test or quiz, I need to contact the instructor immediately to set up a time to take the exam (or quiz) prior to the next class. If the exam (or quiz) is handed back and I have not taken the exam (or quiz), I will receive a zero.

2. If I miss more than 4 absences (excused or unexcused), my grade will be lowered one full letter grade for the fifth absence and one-half letter grade for every absence thereafter.

3. I must follow the homework guidelines in turning in my assignments, such as pencil only and graph paper only. If I am using MathXL, I must do all work in a notebook.
4. I am responsible to check Blackboard daily to see if any homework assignments have been modified or exam (quiz) dates changed.

5. Grades are determined according to the percentages outlined in this syllabus. After the first test, my grade will be displayed in Blackboard and updated after each exam to reflect any changes.


                      cut here  
I have received a copy of the syllabus for College Algebra (Math 111). I have read the syllabus and have been offered an opportunity to ask questions about it. I understand and agree to the requirements in this syllabus, which include the following:

1. There are NO make-up exams (or quizzes). If I miss a test or quiz, I need to contact the instructor immediately to set up a time to take the exam (or quiz) prior to the next class. If the exam (or quiz) is handed back and I have not taken the exam (or quiz), I will receive a zero.

2. If I miss more than 4 absences (excused or unexcused), my grade will be lowered one full letter grade for the fifth absence and one-half letter grade for every absence thereafter.

3. I must follow the homework guidelines in turning in my assignments, such as pencil only and graph paper only. If I am using MathXL, I must do all work in a notebook.
4. I am responsible to check Blackboard daily to see if any homework assignments have been modified or exam (quiz) dates changed.

5. Grades are determined according to the percentages outlined in this syllabus. After the first test, my grade will be displayed in Blackboard and updated after each exam to reflect any changes.



Printed Name ____________________________________



Signature ________________________________________



Date ____________________________________________

Grades are based on the following scale:





90+             A


87 – 89       B+


80 – 86       B


77 – 79       C+


70 – 76       C


67 – 69       D+


60 – 69       D


below 60    F











John Doe


Math 111.0XX
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