Tuesday, April 15, 2008
Senior receives State Department scholarship to study in Egypt
[image: http://www.usi.edu/newsinfo/images/articles/evans.jpg]USI senior Kelly Evans has received the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs Critical Language Scholarship and will attend an intensive summer Arabic institute in Cairo, Egypt, where she will learn to write and speak Egyptian Arabic. She will attend a pre-orientation in Washington D.C. before departing for Egypt in June. 

The Critical Language Scholarship was established in 2006. Last year, 6,000 students applied for the 367 scholarships available and only 22 were selected for the program in Cairo. 

Offered through the American Research Center in Egypt (ARCE) and the Council of American Overseas Research Centers (CAORC), the program is part of the National Security Language Initiative (NSLI), a U.S. government interagency effort to dramatically expand the number of Americans studying and mastering critical--need foreign languages.

She was assisted through the application process by Dr. Leslie Roberts, professor of French, and Heidi Gregori-Gahan, director of International Programs and Services. 

Through her involvement in the International Club and as an international orientation assistant for new international students, Evans made friendships that fostered an interest in Arabic culture and language. She cited her familiarity with Arabic culture and her self-study of the language in essays she submitted as part of the application process for the Critical Language Scholarship.

Evans carries a double major in biology and health services and a minor in nutrition and public health. She has worked as a pharmacy technician since she was 17 years old and planned to become a pharmacist, but a 2007 mission trip to work in a health clinic in Haiti was a turning point in her life. 

In the remote mountain village where the clinic was located, electricity was only available for a couple of hours a day. Most Haitians spoke Creole, a mixture of French and African languages. “We mostly used thumbs up and ‘okay,’ to communicate,” she said. “It renewed my interest in language and made me want to incorporate that into health care.”

On her last day at the clinic, a woman brought in a newborn baby with spina bifida, a birth defect that is preventable if the mother has enough folic acid in her diet.

“The grandmother cut the umbilical cord with a Gillette razor because they didn’t have anything else, and walked 20 miles to the clinic,” she said. “The cord was cut too short and was open, so the infection could have killed the baby more so than a spinal deformity would have.”

She found the experience of working directly with patients more rewarding than pharmacy work. “The people there have nothing, hardly any food or clean water, and they’re still smiling and happy about their lives,” she said.

The mission trip “motivated me to realize it’s okay to change your goals,” she said. Instead of pursuing a Doctor of Pharmacy degree after graduation from USI, she has decided to apply to Master of Medical Science programs and become trained as a physician assistant.

Her goal is to work in international healthcare, live abroad, and use her knowledge of the Arabic and French languages to work in medicinal and nutritional education. Her main area of interest is women’s and children’s healthcare, particularly prenatal nutrition.

Evans is the daughter of Charles and Debra Evans, and a 2000 graduate of Henderson County High School. Her father is a 1980 graduate of USI. 

At USI, Evans is secretary of the Sigma Zeta Science and Mathematics Honorary Society; a member of Habitat for Humanity, Pre-Professional Health Club, Biology Club, French Club, and the Health Services Organization; participated in Model United Nations; and is an alumna of Gamma Phi Beta. She expects to graduate in December.
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