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On the basis of OECD trade statistics at SITC 5 digit level for the period 1961-1999 this paper shows the
classification of international trade in (1) inter-industry trade; (2) horizontal intra-industry,; and (3) vertical
intra-industry trade used in the empirical trade literature to be unstable at the individual product level. This
indicates that this type of statistical classification based on unit-values is probably not very useful. On the
other hand, the paper also shows in accordance with the literature, that the aggregate distribution of trade
into the three categories apparently is rather stable with vertical intra-industry trade (between Germany and
France) making up 50-60%. The high level of vertical intra-industry trade probably cover-up many products
shifting between e.g. vertical and horizontal intra-industry. The statement from the literature that the
European integration process involves heavy adjustment costs because of the size of vertical intra-industry
trade is therefore rather dubious.
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This study investigates the effects of prices and total expenditure on U.S. household consumption of
edible fats and oils that are strictly used for salad and cooking. A flexible dynamic demand system which
nests the Translog and Almost Ideal Demand Systems is estimated using annual time-series data in the U.S.
Results suggest that correction for serial correlation is important. With dvnamic specification and correction
Jor serial correlation, the generalized model outperforms the two restrictive specifications in terms of simple
model adequacy but generates similar demand elasticities. Demands for fats and oils are found to be price
inelastic. We also find a mix of gross substitutes and complements among the products considered. Findings
on the effects of prices are useful for private edible oil companies in_formulating their pricing strategies and
Jfor policy makers in designing effective domestic and trade policies.



THE EVOLVING TURN-OF-THE-MONTH EFFECT:
EVIDENCE FROM PACIFIC RIM COUNTRIES
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Using daily stock returns for the decade from 1988 to 1998, this paper finds a fading of turn-of-the-
month (TOM) pattern in western countries and a newly emerging pattern in Asian countries. This newly
emerging pattern conflicts with previous evidence of a reverse pattern in the Japanese and Singapore markets
and is supported with both parametric and non-paramerric tests. The study examines the traditional turn-of-
the-month period and also examines three sub-periods for additional evidence of a monthly pattern in daily
prices.



