Call for Proposals
Applied Research Faculty Outreach and Engagement Fellowship
Summer 2012
Application Deadline: November 4, 2011

The Sponsored Research Office and Extended Services jointly announce the call for proposals for the Center for Applied Research Faculty Outreach and Engagement Summer 2012 Fellowship.  Two $4,000 fellowships are available for projects that demonstrate a propensity to enhance faculty research while supporting economic development, community development, or quality of life improvement in southwestern Indiana (EGR 11).   Funding from the Applied Research Summer Fellowship program is designed to fund faculty applied research which could not be funded by the organization benefiting from this project.  Examples of such projects might include: 
· measuring the impact of a local or regional social program
· designing technology assists/aids for individuals with disabilities
· chemical analysis methods for biodiesel made from various biomass
· market analysis for a new regional entrepreneurial opportunity
· environmental conservation, education and/or research programs

Eligibility 

1. Applicants must hold full-time faculty positions at the time of application, and be returning to USI campus for the 2012-2013 academic year.

2. Faculty who receive an Excellence through Engagement Summer Research Fellowship (SRF) are not eligible to receive an Applied Research Summer Fellowship concurrently.

3. Preference is given to applicants who identify a regional external partner organization which will directly benefit from this applied research and the scholarly value of this work. 

4. Applicants whose project costs are eligible for Faculty Research and Creative Work Award (FRCWA) funding should apply concurrently to the FRCWA program for project costs.  Other funding may be used in conjunction with the Applied Research Summer Fellowship award.  

5. Applications for course development, faculty development, departmental curriculum development, or institutional research activities are not eligible.

Award Information 

The award provides a stipend of $4,000 to support scholarly research by USI faculty and will be announced at the January faculty meeting.  Half of the award will be presented by May 31, 2012, with the remainder paid out upon project completion.  Acceptance of the Fellowship implies that the recipient will complete the applied research project during summer 2012, with a report and presentation to interested stakeholders, including the Center for Applied Research, due no later than November 2, 2012.

The award will be paid out as a personal stipend through payroll.  If so designated on the application form, this award may be used to pay for project costs. For further information about the funding of the award, please contact the Center for Applied Research.


Allowable Activities (Definition of Research) 

The Applied Research Summer Fellowships program provides support for faculty applied research projects that have demonstrated regional benefits in southwest Indiana.  



Selection Process

Up to two USI Applied Research Summer Fellowships will be awarded in 2012.  Using the evaluation criteria outlined below, the Center for Applied Research Faculty Advisory Committee makes recommendations to the Dean of Extended Services who will make the final awards.  

Application Instructions

1. Complete the USI Applied Research Summer Fellowships Application Cover Page - required.

2. Attach a project description addressing the following criteria:  

a. Document the scholarly significance of the project.  Set the proposed project in the framework of other scholarship in the discipline and establish its importance and/or originality.  Support with in-text citations.
b. Document the regional benefit of the project.  Identify specific organizations, businesses, programs, or populations which will benefit directly and indirectly from this project.  Describe how the knowledge and/or outcomes will be disseminated.
c. Describe the project.  Clearly explain the objectives of the proposed project, the methods you will use, and the expected outcomes.  Use language easily understood by readers from other disciplines. 
d. Describe how the project will be completed with the available resources and within the time allowed.  Provide a detailed budget and note any other available funding that may be used in conjunction with this Fellowship.  This is especially important when choosing the award to fund the project costs.  Note in the proposal if a budget is not required, due to no project expenses. A budget template is attached for your use.
e. Describe any funding challenges that make it difficult to fund this research through other means.

3. The project description is limited to five double-spaced pages using a type font no smaller than 12 point.  

4. The project must be approved by the dean of the college prior to submission.  The dean’s signature should be included at the end of the document.

5. Submit the original signed application and one electronic copy to Elissa Bakke, Center for Applied Research, UCE 2258, eibakke@usi.edu no later than 4:30 p.m. on November 4, 2011.

Award Criteria:  Only proposals that include all required information as outlined in this “Call for Proposals” will be eligible for consideration.  Eligible applications will be reviewed by a cross discipline evaluation team comprised of the Center for Applied Research Advisory Board members. Be sure to develop a proposal that can be understood by evaluators not in your field of study.

1. Scholarly significance to the field.
2. Impact to organizations and/or populations in southwest Indiana.
3. Feasibility: the project can be completed or substantially advanced in the project period.
4. First time recipients will receive priority consideration

For questions or additional information contact:
Elissa Bakke
Assistant Director
Center for Applied Research
(812) 454-8946


Applied Research Faculty Outreach and Engagement Fellowship
Summer 2012

Budget Template


	Category
	Amount

	Personal Stipend
	

	Travel (mileage, hotel, meals, etc)
	

	Supplies (consumables, etc)
	

	Student Worker Fees
	

	Surveys, copies, mailing costs
	

	Please detail other expenses below;
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