 (
Of the three leading causes of death in African Americans -- heart disease, cancer, and stroke -- smoking and other tobacco use are major contributors to these illnesses.
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Martin Luther King Jr. believed in conquering racial differences in order to work for the equality of all people in all areas of life. During the time that Martin Luther King Jr. was alive, the risks of cigarette smoking were not known like they are today. African Americans suffer disproportionately from many chronic and preventable diseases associated with smoking, compared to white Americans; African Americans are at increased risk for lung cancer even though they smoke about the same amount.
 (
As smoking declines among the white non-Hispanic population, tobacco companies have targeted both African Americans and Hispanics with intensive merchandising, which includes billboards, advertising in media oriented to these communities, sponsorship of civic groups and athletic, cultural and entertainment events
.
) (
Despite the lower exposure, African American men are 37% more likely than White men to develop lung cancer.
)


 (
Among African Americans, as with other U.S. populations, the prevalence of smoking declines as education level increases. In 2006, smoking rates were over 2.5 times higher among African Americans males over age 25 years old that had less than a high school education (35.9%) compared to those with a college education (13.7%). Smoking rates are also higher in African American females over age 25 years old who have less than a high school education (28.3%) compared to those with a college education (7.6%)
.
)





 (
The rate of
 cigarette smoking increased 80%
 among African American high school students from 1991 to 1997.  However, between 1997 and 2007, the smoking rate decl
ined 49% 
from 22.7 to 11.6
%
. African American high school students were significantly less likely than non-Hispanic white and Hispanic students to report current smoking in 2007. They also have the highest percentage of trying to quit in the past 12 months (58.4%).
)



 (
African American communities have been bombarded with cigarette advertising, since the signing of the Master Settlement Agreement (MSA) in 1998 through 2005.  Money spent on magazine advertising of mentholated cigarettes, popular with Afric
an Americans, increased from 13% 
of tota
l ad expenditures in 1998 to 49% 
in 2005.
)


 (
The Brown and Williamson Tobacco Corporation returned to a previously successful strategy when they ran a campaign for 
Kool
 cigarettes aimed at African American youths that featured hip-hop DJ competitions, themed cigarette packs, and was billed as a “celebration” of hip-hop music and culture.
 
)




[image: ][image: ]
[image: http://org.elon.edu/nccc/NC-ACTS/images/NCredmainsmall.jpg]Sources: CDC, no-smoke.org, American Lung Association, America’s Health RankingsTM report from United Health Foundation and 2006 Community Indicators Report Welborn Baptist Foundation, Inc. Prepared by the USI Service Learning Office, with assistance from the Pre-Professional Health Club. Funding Provided by the North Carolina Campus Compact
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