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Key Facts about 
State of Environment

in Vanderburgh County

ÅAmong the worst 10% of US counties for toxic 
chemicals released by factories, power plants and 
other industrial companies

ÅAmong the top 10% of US counties for added cancer 
risks deriving from hazardous air pollutants
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Key Facts Continued

ÅLevels of fine particulate matter are increasing.
ÅEnergy consumption is rising and nearly all energy 

derives from fossil fuels.
ÅFarmland and woodlands are dwindling.
ÅMunicipal waste generated per person is increasing 

but less than half (40%) of those with access to 
curbside recycling use it.
ï10% below the national average

Sources: EPA, SCORE, Welborn Baptist Foundation Leading Health Indictors Report 
(2006)
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Addressing the Problemτthe Good News

ÅThe city of Evansville is greening and developing 
green initiatives.

ÅSome businesses are greening.

ÅEnergy providers are encouraging green life-styles.
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Addressing the Problemτthe Bad 
News/Seizing the Opportunity

ÅGreen government and businesses are not enough to 
solve our problems.

ÅAll citizens must practice sustainability to help 
reduce or off-set environmental degradation. 

ÅTypically, citizens, when thinking or behaving as 
individuals, do not identify and implement 
sustainability practices.
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Why Not?

LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ΧΦ

1. are unaware of the seriousness of the problem

2. think government and business should solve 
environmental problems

3. lack the time and expertise to research 
environmental solutions

4. lack the time and expertise to practice solutions

5. feel their own efforts will not make a difference
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Why Not? continued

6. ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳκǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 

7. lack the funds to make changes

8. lack the leadership skills, opportunities, time and 
expertise to share the workload with other citizens 
and solve the problem collaboratively

9. find these opportunities intimidating or the format 
does not inspire their continued participation
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Projects Seeking to Empower Citizens to 
Solve Environmental Problems Can 
hǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ά²Ƙȅ bƻǘέ ǿƘŜƴ

1. Project participants choose to attend meetings 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ άƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎέ ŀǊŜΥ
ïInformal, fun, interactive, hands-on ςnot traditional 

(Charrettes/Info Meetings)

ïMulti-generational and family oriented

ïconveniently timed and located

ïǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ 
passion, creativity, wisdom, and expertise
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hǾŜǊŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά²Ƙȅ bƻǘέΦΦΦ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΥ

2. Participants identify solutions collaboratively, 
sharing the workload.

3. Participants receive funding to implement 
collaborative solutions.

4. tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǊŜǿŀǊŘǎ ǿƘŜƴ 
participants, collectively,  meet their stewardship 
goals.
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Why the Art of Environmental Solutions 
Project is Effective:

ÅRather than traveling to formal meetings, the 
meetings come to the participants.

ïThey gather outside their homes or in church 
parking lots around a mobile art unit. 
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They collaborate to create aluminum cast tablets to 
adorn 6 column-shaped trellises that make up a 

neighborhood monument.
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Each tablet depicts an aspect of the three 
elementsτair, earth, water.  
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Some trellises support trumpet vines 
to attract hummingbirds, demonstrating that 

everything humans create or do must support the 
environment.
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Why Arts-based Citizen Empowerment 
Projects are Effective continued

ÅIn order to work together and to determine the 
content for the tablets, participants improve their 
collaborative decision making skills. 

ÅThey learn about the three elements using local 
examples, e.g., climate/weather patterns, flora, 
fauna, and the Ohio River.
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Why Arts-based Citizen Empowerment 
Projects are Effective continued

ÅThey learn that the well-being of the elements 
determines the well-being of human beings.

ÅThen they envision a green future for the elements 
and the community and set stewardship goals.
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