Graduate Council Minutes

1-20-09
PRESENT: Harrel (Chair), Dixon, Niemeier, Turner-Frey, Valadares, White, Seyler, Gooden, Goebel, Farmer and Williams

The meeting was called to order at 3:35 PM.

A. Approval of Minutes

Dr. Turner-Frey moved the minutes be approved as distributed.  Motion passed.

B. Graduate Faculty Applications

Dr. Seyler moved that Mr. Andrew Manion be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being Spring 2010.  Motion passed.  

C. Information Items
a. Graduate Program Update:  Dr. White updated Council members on the successes of the DNP program and talked about the services MSN and DNP students are providing to women incarcerated in the local jail.  
b. Dr. Harrel called for applications for Jennings & Josephine Carter Grad Scholarships, which has an application deadline of March 17, but to be eligible, students must submit the FAFSA by March 1.

c. Dr. Harrel called for applications for the Graduate Student Research Grants, with the deadline March 6.
d. The Phenomenal Women of USI and the Community program sponsored by the Multicultural Center and AAUW honors women who have made a contribution to diversity in the USI and Evansville communities.  Six awards are made each year, one to a USI graduate student and one to an undergraduate student.  Since no graduate students were nominated last year, two undergraduate students received awards. Dr. Harrel asked Council members to nominate women graduate students to the program this year.  Nomination guidelines and forms are on the website at www.usi.edu/phenomenalwomen/.  The deadline is Feb. 6.
e. The Spring 2009 Graduate Studies enrollment report was distributed and reviewed by the Council.

f. Dr. Harrel reported that Graduate Studies will have a table at Career Link in Carter Hall on Feb. 18 from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM.
g. Dr. Turner-Frey raised the topic of retention and attrition rates for discussion.  The MSW attrition rates are relatively low in comparison.
h. Spring 2009 Graduate Council meeting schedules are now posted on the Graduate Studies website.  The next meeting will be at 3:30 on Feb. 18.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 PM. 
