Graduate Council Minutes

10-17-08
PRESENT: Harrel (Chair), Black, Farmer, Gooden, Morris, Niemeier, Rivers, Slavkin, Turner-Frey, and Valadares
Guests: V. Goebel and T. Sinn
The meeting was called to order at 1:05 PM.
Dr. Harrel welcomed Tracy Sinn, Assistant Registrar to the meeting.
A. Approval of Minutes
Dr. Slavkin moved the minutes be approved as distributed.  Motion passed.
B. Graduate Faculty Applications
a. Dr. Slavkin moved that Dr. Beth Hatt be approved for Associate status with the expiration term being fall 2011.  Motion passed.  
b. Dr. Morris moved that Dr. Cynthia Forgie be approved for Associate status with the expiration term being fall 2011.  Motion passed.  
C. Graduate Course Petitions 
a. Dr. Slavkin moved to approve the addition of MATH 613, Algebra and Functions for Teachers of Middle-Level Mathematics (3) for Spring 2009 implementation.  Motion passed.  
b. Dr. Turner-Frey moved to approve the addition of SOCW 690, Global Social Work Practice (1) for Spring 2010 implementation.  Motion passed.  

D. Information Items
a. Assistant Registrar Tracy Sinn led a discussion of implementing DARS for graduate programs. DARS would be useful as an advising tool to track student progress, classes taken, and the graduate program time limit of 7 years.  Tracy will begin the process to add graduate programs to the DARS system during the spring 2009 term; the MPA and MBA programs were chosen to be implemented first.
b. Provost Bennett will fund international travel grants for graduate students this year.  Dr. Harrel distributed a draft application and asked members to review the application and send her their comments.  One question asked was whether the grant should be limited to course-related travel.
c. A new University working group is looking at the summer schedule.  Programs were asked to poll their faculty and consider their program needs.  What are ideal class lengths?  What summer schedule will best serve their program?  What format is best for their program and why?
d. Dr. Vella Goebel will attend the Brescia/Kentucky Wesleyan Graduate and Career Fair in Owensboro (October 21).  Programs are encouraged to provide her with information.

e. The Jennings and Josephine Carter Graduate Scholarships were due on Oct. 1st.  Several applications were received after the deadline.  Dr. Harrel is extending the date to include a second deadline in the spring to accommodate the late submissions.  

f. Applications to the Graduate Student Research Grants are due on October 24th.

g. New courses and course changes need to be turned into Graduate Studies by October 30th in order review them for the 2009-2011 Bulletin.  These items must be approved by November 15th; the next Graduate Council meeting is scheduled for November 14th.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:05 PM. 
