Graduate Council Minutes

2-18-09
PRESENT: Harrel (Chair), Black, Farmer, Goebel, Gooden, Niemeier, McGuire, Morris, Rivers, Seyler, Turner-Frey, Valadares, White, and Williams 
Guests: Dr. Gael Cooper, Dr. Wes Durham, and Dr. Wayne Rinks
The meeting was called to order at 3:35 PM.
A. Approval of Minutes

Dr. McGuire moved the minutes be approved as distributed.  Motion passed.
B. Course Petitions
a. Dr. Rivers moved that LBST 612 Modernity and Postmodernity be approved for Fall 2009 implementation. Motion passed.
b. Dr. Rivers moved that ENG 551 Shakespeare: Histories/Tragedies be approved for Fall 2009 implementation. Motion passed
C. New Program Petition

Dr. Wes Durham, supported by Dr. Wayne Rinks and Dr. Gael Cooper, presented the petition for a new graduate program for the Master of Arts in Communication.  The proposed program responds to the President’s Task Force on Workforce and Economic Development, which recommended developing a graduate degree in communication. The MA in Communication will provide an interdisciplinary approach to problem-solving in the field of communication. The new degree program will appeal to two groups of students: those seeking the degree for organizational advancement and those wishing to pursue a doctorate.  The program requires 36 credit hours including six hours of directed research with thesis and capstone options.  Dr. McGuire moved that the Master of Arts in Communication be approved. Motion passed

D. Information Items
a. Graduate program update: Dr. Morris gave an update on the MPA program. MPA students are working with undergraduate Political Science students to conduct research on the Evansville bus service for METS.  It is also time for the MPA to conduct self study for its five-year program review.  Dr. Morris is also working on marketing the program.
b. Council members discussed a draft of a new summer session schedule proposed to start in 2011. The schedule proposes one four-week session in May and one eight-week session in June-July, with a 3-week break in August

Concerns included that a 4 week session would move too quickly for students; that students, especially undergraduates, wouldn’t return in the middle of the summer for the 8-week session after being off in May; that it would be difficult to sequence courses, so it might limit the number of courses a student could take to those offered in the 8-week session; that it’s difficult to convert a 5-week syllabus to a 4- or 8-week syllabus. Positive comments included that faculty will like 3 weeks off in August; the 3-week break will be good for students; that it’s designed to work with teachers in the school systems and with parents of school children.  Dr. Goebel and Dr. Harrel will take the Council’s comments to the task force.  
c. Dr. Harrel asked graduate faculty to tell students to apply for the Jennings and Josephine Carter Scholarships, which have an application deadline of March 17, but to be eligible students must submit the FAFSA by March 1.
d. Dr. Harrel reminded graduate faculty that applications for the Graduate Studies Research Grants have the deadline March 6.

E. Important Dates

a. March 1
FAFSA due for eligibility for Carter Graduate Scholarships

b. March 6
Applications due for Graduate Student Research Grants 

c. March 17
Applications due for Carter Graduate Scholarships

d. April 24
Applications due for student representatives to Student Academic
Grievances Committee

e. May 10
Commencement
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 PM.
