Graduate Council Minutes
2-20-07
PRESENT: Harrel (Chair), Dixon, Elpers, Farmer, Niemeier, McGuire, Murphy, Raske, Raymond, Seyler, Slavkin, Sparks, Valadares, White, and Williams

The meeting was called to order at 8:33 A.M.

A. Approval of Minutes

Dr. McGuire moved the minutes be approved as distributed.  Motion passed.

B. Graduate Faculty Applications
a. Dr. McGuire moved that Dr. Dane Partridge be approved for associate status with the expiration term being spring 2010.  Motion passed.

b. Dr. White moved that Ms. Lee Ann Blue be approved for affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2008.  Motion passed.

c. Dr. White moved that Ms. Lisa Gish be approved for affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2008.  Motion passed.

d. Dr. White moved that Ms. Jennie Hiam be approved for affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2008.  Motion passed.

e. Dr. White moved that Dr. Ann Hood be approved for affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2008.  Motion passed.

f. Dr. White moved that Dr. Pam Koob be approved for affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2008.  Motion passed.

g. Dr. White moved that Dr. Judi Kuric be approved for affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2008.  Motion passed.

h. Dr. White moved that Ms. Jessica MacLeod be approved for affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2008.  Motion passed.

i. Dr. White moved that Ms. Marie Palladino be approved for affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2008.  Motion passed.
j. Dr. White moved that Dr. Jeri Burger be approved for affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2008.  Motion passed.

k. Dr. Valadares moved that Dr. Ann White be approved for associate status with the expiration term being spring 2013. Motion passed.

C. Graduate Course Petitions
a. Dr. Slavkin moved and Dr. McGuire seconded the deletion of EDUC 516, Partnership: Family, School, Community, and Exceptionality (2) for Summer 2007 implementation. Motion passed.   
b. Dr. Slavkin moved and Dr. McGuire seconded the modification of EDUC 524, Supervised Teaching: Exceptional Needs: Elementary-Primary (6) from 6 hours to a variable credit of 3-6 hours for Summer 2007 implementation. Motion passed.
c. Dr. Slavkin moved and Dr. McGuire seconded the modification of EDUC 525, Supervised Teaching: Exceptional Needs: Elementary-Intermediate (6) from 6 hours to a variable credit of 3-6 hours for Summer 2007 implementation. Motion passed.

d. Dr. Slavkin moved and Dr. McGuire seconded the modification of EDUC 526, Supervised Teaching: Exceptional Needs: Middle School/Junior High (6) from 6 hours to a variable credit of 3-6 hours for Summer 2007 implementation. Motion passed.

e. Dr. Slavkin moved and Dr. McGuire seconded the deletion of EDUC 528, Synthesis Seminar: Professional Issues in Exceptional Needs (1) for Summer 2007 implementation.  Motion passed.  
f. Dr. Slavkin moved and Dr. McGuire seconded the addition of EDUC 538, Synthesis Seminar in Special Education (3) for Summer 2007 implementation.  Motion passed.  

D. Information Item
a. In 2005, the Graduate Student Advisory Board requested that an “Orientation” screen be added to the Graduate Studies web page.  In response, we have recently added a Student Guide link that lists many of the questions new students have and lists answers with hyperlinks to satisfy these questions (http://www.usi.edu/gradstud/StudentGuide.ASP).  The Rice Library has also recently added a special link to their webpage specifically for the graduate student population; Martha Niemeier gave a brief synopsis and distributed copies of their new pages (http://www.usi.edu/library/graduatestudents07.asp).
b. Sandy Farmer, Registrar, noted that the Banner 7.3 upgrade was completed in early February.  Several seminars were held to prepare staff for the upgrade.  These were led by Jennifer Briggs, Assistant Registrar and for Graduate Studies, Sara Rhoades, Administrative Associate.  Ms. Farmer reported that future upgrades are scheduled every twelve to eighteen months in October and February.  

c. On January 30, several individuals from Graduate Studies participated in a web seminar entitled “Using a Centralized Marketing Campaign in Graduate Recruitment.”  The seminar was below standard and the company has given us the opportunity to participate for free in another conference within the year.  
E. Discussion Items

a. Dr. Raymond led the Council in a discussion of mentoring adjunct faculty without teaching experience.  
b. Dr. Harrel asked the program directors to inform their faculty and students about the upcoming hooding ceremony for Spring 2007 Commencement.   
