Graduate Council Minutes

4-24-09
PRESENT: Harrel (Chair), Black, Dixon, Goebel, Gooden, Niemeier, McGuire, Morris, Rowser, and Turner-Frey
Guests: Jennifer Briggs, Dr. Brian Posler, and Dr. Roberta Hoebeke
The meeting was called to order at 3:30 PM.
A. Approval of Minutes

Dr. Goebel moved the minutes be approved with the amendment to correct the date from 1-20-09 to 2-18-09.  Motion passed.
B. Course Petitions
a. Dr. Goebel moved that MATH 636, Geometry & Measurement for Teachers of Middle Level Mathematics (3) be approved for Summer 2009 implementation. Motion passed.
b. Dr. Dixon moved that ENG 542, Literature of the Middle Ages (3), be approved for Fall 2009 implementation. Motion passed
c. Dr. Black moved that ENG 590, Writing Center Practice and Administration (3), be approved for Fall 2009 implementation. Motion passed
C. Graduate Faculty Applications
a. Dr. McGuire moved that Dr. Anne Statham be approved for Full status with the expiration term being spring 2015.  Motion passed.

b. Dr. McGuire moved that Ms. Angela Brawdy be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2010.  Motion passed.

c. Dr. Goebel moved that Ms. Sherry Allen be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2010.  Motion passed.

d. Dr. Goebel moved that Dr. Gina Berridge be approved for Associate status with the expiration term being spring 2012.  Motion passed.

e. Dr. Goebel moved that Ms. Patricia Davidson be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2010.  Motion passed.

f. Dr. McGuire moved that Dr. Sangwoo Heo be approved for Associate status with the expiration term being spring 2012.  Motion passed.

g. Dr. Goebel moved that Ms. Kimberly Johnson be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2010.  Motion passed.

h. Dr. Goebel moved that Dr. Paul Parkison be approved for Associate status with the expiration term being spring 2012.  Motion passed.

i. Dr. Goebel moved that Ms. Anna Wyman be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2010.  Motion passed.

j. Dr. Rowser moved that Dr. Mary Ann Wehmer be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2010.  Motion passed.

k. Dr. Rowser moved that Mr. Rick Hobbs be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2010.  Motion passed.

l. Dr. Rowser moved that Ms. Janet Kilbane be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2010.  Motion passed.

m. Dr. Rowser moved that Ms. Sherri Mathis be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being spring 2010.  Motion passed.

n. Dr. Turner-Frey moved that Ms. Sharon Simmons be approved for Associate status with the expiration term being spring 2012.  Motion passed.

o. Dr. McGuire moved that Dr. Wendy Turner-Frey be approved for Full status with the expiration term being spring 2015.  Motion passed.

p. Dr. Dixon moved that Dr. Silvia Rode be approved for Full status with the expiration term being spring 2015.  Motion passed.
D. Information Items
a. Dr. Posler presented the revised draft of the proposed summer session calendar to begin in 2011.  The May term might be 5-6 weeks long and the main term allows courses 5, 6 or 8 weeks long.  The schedule allows flexibility to schedule courses outside this structure.  

b. Dr. Harrel proposed a change to the definition of Graduate Student Load.  The current definition of Student Load for graduate students is 9 hrs. = full-time, 5 hrs. = half-time, <5 hrs. = part-time.  The proposed definition is 8 hrs. = full-time, 4 hrs. = half-time, <4 hrs. = part-time.
The credit level requirement for financial assistance is based on the University’s definition of student load.  In some programs, in at least one semester the only available coursework that counts toward the degree is 4 hours.  Therefore, during any semester when a student on financial aid enrolls in fewer than 5 hrs of course work leading to the degree, the student is ineligible for aid and his/her loan becomes due. This proposal redefines full-time and half-time status of graduate student enrollment to alleviate this difficulty. 
Dr. McGuire moved to approve this change to the graduate policy; Dr. Goebel seconded; the motion passed.  The change will be implemented summer I, 2009.
c. Dr. Harrel is organizing a committee to review the categories and titles of graduate faculty.  Dr. Morris, Dr. Goebel, and Dr. Rowser volunteered to serve on the committee.  The committee will meet this summer to review the categories and make recommendations for the Council to address in the fall.
d. Graduate program update: Dr. Turner-Frey told about the MSW students who travelled to Mandeville, Jamaica to work with a boys’ orphanage over spring break for a service learning project.  A brown bag lunch presentation of the trip will be held on May 5th, 2009 in the Wright Administration building in FA 2.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 PM.
