Graduate Council Minutes

8-14-08
PRESENT: Harrel (Chair), Dixon, Elpers, McGuire, Morris, Rivers, Rowser, Schultz, Seyler, Slavkin, Valadares, and White
Guest: Goebel
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 A.M.
Dr. Harrel welcomed two new program directors whose appointments have just begun, Dr. Mary Halleck Morris, director of the MPA, and Dr. Brian McGuire, director of the MBA, and guest Dr. Vella Goebel.  She also thanked Dr. Kathy Elpers, Dr. Carl Saxby, and Dr. Jeff Seyler for their service on the Council.  Since their elected terms end with this meeting, this is the last meeting for Dr. Elpers and Dr. Saxby.  Dr. Seyler will be on sabbatical for the Fall 2008 semester.
A. Approval of Minutes
There being no corrections to the minutes, they were approved by acclimation.  
B. Graduate Faculty Applications
a. Dr. Seyler moved that Dr. Scott Gordon be approved for Full status with the expiration term being summer 2014.  Motion passed.  
b. Dr. Seyler moved that Dr. Jeannie Collins be approved for Associate status with the expiration term being summer 2011.  Motion passed.  
c. Dr. McGuire moved that Dr. Kathy Rodgers be approved for Full status with the expiration term being summer 2014.  Motion passed
d. Dr. McGuire moved that Dr. Katherine Draughon be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being summer 2009.  Motion passed.
e. Dr. White moved that Ms. Marie Palladino be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being summer 2009.  Motion passed.

f. Dr. Elpers moved that Ms. Rebecca Edwards be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being summer 2009.  Motion passed.

C. Discussion Item: Course Numbering for Repeatable Courses
Dr. Harrel stated that there have been some minor problems with repeatable courses, those whose number ends in -0, when the course description does not describe the conditions of repeatability.  This applies especially to older courses.  Typically, repeatable courses state in the course description that they are “repeatable with topic change,” “repeatable X times,” “repeatable for maximum of X hours,” or some combination of those conditions.  Dr. Harrel asked as programs revise their section of the Bulletin this year they look at the course descriptions of repeatable courses and for courses that do not describe the circumstances under which they are repeatable the program directors submit a minor modification for each course to clarify the repeatable conditions.  
To submit a minor modification, write an email message clearly identifying the change to be recommended, send it to the college dean for approval and ask the dean to forward the message to Dr. Harrel with the recommendation that the modification be approved. Dr. Harrel will add her recommendation and forward the message to the Registrar.  Graduate Studies will complete the documentation process for the course modification.
All changes to the Bulletin that will require Graduate Council review and approval are due by November 15, 2008.  

D. Information Item: Higher Learning Commission Site Visit for the DNP Program
Dr. White reported that in July representatives from the Higher Learning Commission visited USI to review the DNP program.  The team recommended approval of the DNP program for USI.  Dr. White noted that the request and approval were for this one program only. Any future doctoral programs USI may wish to offer will require advance approval from the HLC.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 A.M. 
