Graduate Council Minutes

8-15-2007
PRESENT: Harrel (Chair), Bennett, Dixon, Farmer, Niemeier, Raske, Rivers, Seyler, Slavkin, Sparks, Valadares, White, and Williams
Guests: N. Coudret, M. Rowser
The meeting was called to order at 9:59 A.M.

A. Announcements
      Dr. Harrel welcomed guests Dean Nadine Coudret and Dr. Mayola Rowser.
B. Approval of Minutes

Dr. Slavkin moved the minutes be approved as distributed.  Motion passed.

C. Graduate Program Petitions

Dr. White moved approval of the Doctor of Nursing Practice program.  Dr. Raske seconded the motion.  Dr. White explained that the DNP is a practice doctorate, not a research degree.  It is in keeping with the University’s mission to respond to regional needs for professional education and support workforce development.  It is expected that in the near future nurse practitioners will be required to have a DNP in order to practice.   The motion passed.  
D. Graduate Faculty Applications

a. Dr. Sparks moved that Dr. Sudesh Mujumdar be approved for Full status with the expiration term being fall 2013.  Motion passed.

b. Dr. Valadares moved that Dr. Jeanne Melton be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being fall 2008.  Motion passed.
c. Dr. Raske moved that Dr. Kevin Valadares be approved for Full status with the expiration term being fall 2013.  Motion passed.
d. Dr. Williams moved that Dr. Aimee Luebben be approved for Full status with the expiration term being fall 2013.  Motion passed.
e. Dr. Raske moved that Dr. Kathy Elpers be approved for Full status with the expiration term being fall 2013.  Motion passed.
f. Dr. Raske moved that Dr. Marie Opatrny be approved for Associate status with the expiration term being fall 2013.  Motion passed.
g. Dr. Raske moved that Dr. Pamela Rhodes be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being fall 2008.  Motion passed.

h. Dr. Raske moved that Dr. Bonnie Rinks be approved for Affiliate status with the expiration term being fall 2008.  Motion passed.
E. Information Items
Since this is the last Graduate Council meeting of the 2006-2007 academic year, Dr. Harrel thanked Dr. Sparks for her service to the Graduate Council as her term as elected representative for the College of Nursing and Health Professions ends.  Dr. Mayola Rowser has been elected as the new Graduate Council member for the College.  Dr. Harrel also thanked Dr. Jeff Seyler for his service to the Graduate Council as his partial substitute term ends for the Pott College of Science and Engineering.  Dr. Seyler has also been elected to a three-year term in his own right as the College’s new representative.  

Dr. Harrel passed around a flyer from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale for a graduate fair in October.  
Dr. Harrel gave preliminary enrollment figures for fall.  New graduate student enrollment is up 22 (16.8%) from this same time last year, from 131 in 2006 to 153 this year.  So far the total enrollment is down 1.6% from 9068 last year to 8921 this year.  These very preliminary figures will increase during registration over the next two weeks.  

