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How many students do you accept 
into your Occupational Therapy 
Assistant (OTA) program? 

Enrollment is based on class availability with a maximum 
of 30 students accepted in each class. 

How many OTA students graduate? In the academic school year 2009-2010, 30 of 33 students 
enrolled in the program graduated from the OTA program.  

How often do you select a class? The selection process will begin in February and 
invitations to enroll in the fall OTA classes will be sent out 
in early March. 

When is the application deadline?  Application for the OTA program should be submitted prior 
to January 20 of the same year planning on being admitted 
into the fall class. 

What GPA is required? A minimum GPA of 2.7 (on a 4.0 scale) in all OTA core 
classes is required for admittance to the OTA program. 

Do I have to complete all of the 
requisite core classes before I 
enroll in OTA classes? 

Yes.  All requisite classes need to be completed prior to 
enrolling in any of the OTA classes. 

How long is the program? You will be required to complete 29 credit hours of 
university core classes and 43 hours of OTA coursework.  
These hours include 6 credit hours of clinical fieldwork 
(internship). 

What degree do I receive? Associate of Science (AS) Degree 

What do I become? Occupational Therapy Assistant 

Do you have a COTA program? A COTA, or Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant, is 
the title received after one passes the national certification 
examination.  One must graduate from an accredited OTA 
program (such as the University of Southern Indiana (USI) 
program) to be eligible for the national certification 
examination. 

Is the OTA program accredited? The OTA program at USI is fully accredited by the 
Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education 
(ACOTE) of the American Occupational Therapy 
Association (AOTA), located at 4720 Montgomery Lane, 
P.O. Box 31220, Bethesda, Maryland, 20824, telephone 
(301) 652-2682. 

What do I need to do to become a 
Certified Occupational Therapy 
Assistant? (COTA) 

In order to be able to use the title COTA, you must 
graduate from an accredited program and to successfully 
pass the national certification exam given by the National 
Board of Certification in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT) 

  



What is the pass rate for your first-
time test takers of the NBCOT 
exam? 

The total number of graduates who passed the National 
Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy (NBCOT) 
certification examination as first-time new graduate test 
takers in 2009–2011 was 80 out of 85, which is a pass rate 
of 94%. During that 3-year time period, the program had 
92 graduates. 
 

What are the admission 
requirements for OTA? 

The prospective student must be accepted for admission 
to USI before completing a separate process to this 
program.  The program selects students for admission to 
the OTA program on the basis of: 

 Completion of OTA core curriculum and minimum 
GPA of 2.7 (on a 4.0 scale). 

 Submission of all materials in admissions packet by 
January 20 of the year planning to be admitted to the 
fall class. 

 A writing sample that is to be completed at USI as part 
of the interview process 

 Interview with Occupational Therapists Admission 
Committee 

 The selection of students for admission to the program 
is based on a combination score that includes the 
writing sample, standardized interview with the 
Occupational Therapists Admission Committee, and 
cumulative GPA.  Thirty students with the highest 
scores will be admitted to the OTA program. 

Student applicants must show capability of fulfilling clinical 
practice requirements, eligibility for the occupational 
therapy practitioner credentialing the evidence of 
satisfactory health status.  Please note: A felony 
conviction (this includes documentation of driving 
under the influence – DUI) may negatively impact a 
prospective student’s eligibility to sit for the NBCOT 
certification examination or attain state practice 
credentials; contact the program for further information. 

What is the average salary upon 
graduation? 

$30,000 – $37,000 nationally.  Salaries may vary 
depending upon practice area and location of 
employment. 

What are the key features of the 
USI OTA program? 

Students may pursue a baccalaureate degree in another 
major while completing the Associate of Science degree 
requirements.  Students are encouraged to consider 
completing requirements for a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Health Services. 

How will a felony conviction affect 
my status in the OTA program? 

A felony conviction will affect your eligibility to take the 
national certification examination and also state 
credentialing (e.g., license, certificate, registration). If you 
are currently charged with or have been convicted of a 
felony, please notify the Occupational Therapy Assistant 
Program immediately. In addition, if you have had 
credentials (e.g., license, registration, certificate) in 
another field (e.g., PTA) denied, revoked, suspended, or 
subject to probationary condition, your eligibility to take 
the national certification exam may be in jeopardy. 

 


