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FIRST USI DOCTORAL-LEVEL PROGRAM APPROVED 

      The Indiana Commission for Higher Education approved the College of Nursing 
and Health Profession’s request for the first ever doctoral level academic program at the 
University of Southern Indiana on December 14, 2007. 
      The program will serve graduates of the master’s degree programs who are currently 
practicing as nurse educators, nurse practitioners, or nurse administrators.  The Doctorate 
of Nursing Practice is an alternative to research-focused doctorates in nursing and is com-
parable to  practice doctorates in pharmacy and physical therapy. 
     Course delivery will use Nursing and Health Professions online learning technology 
with on-campus class intensives.  The program will begin with 20 students and will be of-
fered to both full time and part time students.  Admission eligibility includes completion of 

the MSN degree.  The DNP will welcome its first students in the fall semester of 2008. 
                                                                          ——- from USI News 

     Jennifer Craig has come home.  The 2001 graduate of the University of Southern Indiana with degrees in 
Health Services and Dental Hygiene  was recently hired as the program development specialist for the newly  

formed Southwest Indiana Area Health Education Center (SWI-AHEC) housed on 
the second floor of the Health Professions Center. The Southwest Indiana center will serve 
a ten county area that includes Daviess, Dubois, Gibson, Knox, Perry, Pike, Posey, 
Spencer, Vanderburgh, and Warrick counties. SWI-AHEC’s goals focus on the assurance 
of an adequate and diverse healthcare workforce, development of future generations of 
health care professionals, accessibility of professional continuing education for health care 
professionals, and accessibility of health care for the underserved populations of the ten 
county region. 

    Jennifer is hard at work developing a network of individuals and agencies within the region in order to 
identify and address  workforce and health care needs.  An advisory board for SWI-AHEC will grow from 
that network. 
    Prior to returning to USI, Jennifer practiced dental hygiene in Evansville and Indianapolis.  She will  com-
plete her master’s degree in Public Health from East Tennessee State University in May. 

College of Nursing and Health Professions New Home of SWI-AHEC 

Jennifer Craig 
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Student News 

   Barbara Johnston, a dental hygienist and student in Dental Hygiene 
Education, spent a month last summer on a mission trip in Africa.  She pro-
vided dental care to children and adults in Mzuzu, Malawi and Nairobi, 
Kenya.  Her trip was recently chronicled in the Evansville Courier and Press 
West Side edition.  Barbara experienced some culture shock but she learned 
quickly to improvise in the clinics .  In one location, she served her patients 
while sitting on a mattress on the floor since there were no dental chairs avail-
able.  She described what must have been a very gratifying experience based 
on the comments of the children and adults she treated along the way.  Bar-
bara truly brought happy smiles to the faces of many East African people. 

Bringing Smiles to East Africa 

Deadline for admission  
approaching 

     The deadline for admission to 
the master’s program in Nursing 
for Fall of 2008 is Feb 1, 2008.  
Contact Jalane Weber at 465-1197 
for information. 

The Radiologic and Imaging Sci-
ences programs, Radiologic 
Technology and Diagnostic 
Medical Sonography, welcomed  

new students on January 14.  Eighteen students 
will be participating in Radiologic Technology 
and eleven students comprise the new class for 
Diagnostic Medical Sonography.  These two 
groups will graduate in spring of 2010 with a 
bachelor’s degree in Radiologic and Imaging Sci-
ences. 

New Students in Imaging Sciences 

The Occupational Therapy program has 30 
students placed in a 3-month Level II clinical 
fieldwork.  In addition to the immediate area, 
students are working in Texas, Maryland, Illinois, 
Kentucky, and Indiana. 

OT Students in Field Work                                                               
during Spring Semester 

      Students majoring in Food and 
Nutrition are members  of the 
Food and Nutrition Organization; 
they participate in a variety of vol-
unteer activities, campus involvement, and ca-
reer opportunities.  On February 7, the group 
will be hosting a “Heart Hop” at Dexter Ele-
mentary School in Evansville.  Dexter School 
promotes a healthy lifestyle with its policies of 
no vending machines, no sodas, non-candy 
fundraisers, etc. 
  From the FNSO booth, children can choose 
heart healthy game activities and participate in 
a hands on lunch box activity in which they 
choose healthy foods from a food model dis-
play. 
   Shelley Frazier serves as the organization’s 
president.   

FNSO Students Plan Heart Hop February 15 

Chinese New Year 

Year of the Rat 
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Faculty and Staff News 

     Tony Schmitt, Respiratory Care faculty,  is making 
good use of the Simulation Center with his second  year stu-
dents this semester.   Dr. Duane Kuhlenschmidt, chief of 
anesthesiology at Deaconess Hospital, demonstrated and 
assisted students with intubation and resuscitation in the 
simulation center this month.   
      Tony and Dr. Martin Reed, Radiologic and Imaging 
Sciences program director, will begin a pilot research pro-
ject for Respiratory and Radiologic Technology students in 
Summer and fall of 2008. 

Simulation Center Benefits Respiratory Care Students  

New  Support Staff                           
Pamela Shaw is the new 
administrative assistant 
supporting the Dental pro-
grams.  Her duties also 

include payroll reporting for the College. 
Francesca Ball is the new 
Graduate Nursing program 
administrative assistant. We 
are pleased to have them as 
part of our valued support 
team. 

Gina Schaar and 
Tracy Kinner 
presented a poster 
of a research study 
conducted  by 
Connie Swenty, 
Gale Hoehn, 
Kathy Phillips , 

Gina Schaar, and Tracy Kinner  titled 
"Letting Mr. Sims Out of the Box." at the 
Mosby Faculty Development Conference in 
San Francisco, California on January 7 and 8, 
2008.   The study evaluated the confidence of 
the students to care for a certain patient 
population before and after performing a 
simulated clinical experience.   

Nursing faculty present poster  

T.Kinner & G. Schaar  with poster 

DENTAL HYGIENE FACULTY IN WASHINGTON 

     Jennifer Bartek and 
Emily Holt, Dental Pro-
grams faculty, attended  
the North East Regional 
Board (NERB) Examiner 
Orientation and Calibration 
in Washington D.C. on Jan12th and13th. The 
training qualifies Jennifer and Emily to be exam-
iners in 16 states for dental hygiene candidates 
taking the practicum portion of the examinations 
needed to achieve licensure.  


