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USI BOARD OF TRUSTEES APPROVES DOCTORAL NURSING PROGRAM  

A 
 first-ever doctoral-level academic program  received approval at the University of Southern Indiana Board 

of Trustees meeting held on September 6, 2007. The new degree, expected to be implemented in 2008, is a 

Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP). 

     The College of Nursing and Health Professions proposed the nursing degree as the first doctoral program to be 

offered at USI. The program would serve Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) graduates who are currently practicing 

as nurse educators, nurse practitioners, or nurse administrators. The DNP is an alternative to 

research-focused doctorates in nursing and is comparable to practice doctorates in pharmacy 

and physical therapy.  

    The program will be offered through a hybrid approach to course delivery using online 

learning technology with on-campus intensives.  

    The DNP program will begin with 20 students, and it will be offered for full-time and part-

time students. The proposal was submitted to the Indiana Commission for Higher Education 

for approval and first courses could be implemented in fall 2008. Students seeking admission 

to the program must have completed an M.S.N. degree to be eligible to enroll. The curriculum will build on the cur-

rent MSN program and include courses on advanced scientific principles for nursing practice, organizational and sys-

tem leadership, informatics, cultural competence, health care policy, and evidence-based practice.  

Sarah Womack, alumna of USIõs Dental Hygiene program, is the hygienist for a pilot project 

to improve dental health among children in Kentucky.  Trover Clinic, a nonprofit regional 

health center and hospital in Madisonville, Kentucky, administers the program through a federal 

grant received by the University of Kentucky.  The project is designed around a program 

known as òCentering Pregnancyó where pregnant women come together in small groups for 

prenatal care, education, and dental services. 

   Ms. Womack said that many of the women have never had a dental checkup or cleaning.  She teaches oral health to 

the program participants and provides information about dental care during and after their pregnancy. The program 

emphasizes breast feeding as a major way to combat tooth decay in children. 

Dental hygiene graduate working in pilot program for dental care  

Sarah Womack, at left 
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òA healthy attitude is contagious but donõt wait to catch it from others.   Be a 

carrier.ó      ñTom Stoddard, British playwright 

 IMAGING SCIENCE STUDENTS AWARDED SCHOLARHSHIPS  

 Four students in the Radiologic and Imaging Sciences were 

recently awarded $500 scholarships by the District VII Indi-

ana Society of Radiologic Technologists (ISRT). Ammer 

Williams, Lori Ernst , and Amy Wargel will graduate in 

May with bachelor degrees in Radiologic and Imaging Sciences.  All 

three are completing the BS program in Radiologic Technology.  The 

fourth recipient, Amanda Purdue, is completing her bachelor de-

gree here at USI and is also enrolled in a nuclear medicine specialty 

program at Jefferson Community College in Louisville KY. Amy 

Wilson, Imaging Science faculty and District VIII ISRT president, 

is pictured with the award winners. 

           

Students Ammer Willliams, Lori Ernst, Amy 

Wargel, and Imaging Sciences  faculty, Amy Wilson 

Student news  

The Health Professions Career 

Expo will be held on Monday, 

October 22. This event is for 

graduating seniors and under-

graduates seeking part-time or vol-

unteer work.  Faculty and staff are 

welcome  to attend as well to meet 

employers of USI graduates..  

HEALTH PROFESSIONS CA-          Respiratory Care Student            

Receives Award  

   John King, second year Respira-

tory Care student, received an ISRC 

Literary Award at the Indiana Society 

Respiratory Care Fall Seminar  in 

Indianapolis IN on Thursday, Sep-

tember 20. 

   His paper, òDietary Needs of the COPD Patient,ó was 

reviewed by a panel comprised of a physician and 

two registered therapists.  His paper was chosen as 

the best in a group of twenty five students. Check your cholesterol, your 

blood pressure, and blow into a 

spirometer .  Itõs time once again 

for the Employee-Student Well-

ness Fair. The annual event is 

slated for Thursday, October 25.  The day long 

program, sponsored by Human Resources,  pro-

vides  health education and  free medical screen-

ings by students Health Professions, Wellness, 

Fitness, and Recreation programs,  and commu-

nity vendors.   

Wellness Fair in carter hall October 25  

USI  Grad Student Awarded  Scholarship  

Catherine Boarman, a graduate nursing student, 

was awarded a $2000 scholarship from the Indiana 

Organization of Nurse Executives (IONE).  Dr. 

Ann White, program director for nursing, nomi-

nated her  because of her scholastic  achievement 

and  her commitment to nursing leadership. Dr. 

White noted that five students from USI have been 

recipients of this scholarship in as many years.                                          
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EXCELLENCE AWARD FOR 

BERTA  

   Roberta Wyngaarden, Administrative 

Assistant for Undergraduate Nursing, 

stands by her  car, a 1998 Jaguar XJ8.  

She won an award of excellence within 

the J-Class of Jaguars at a British Car 

Show held recently in Newburgh IN.  

She said it was a beautiful day and lots of 

fun. 

FACULTY AND STAFF NEWS  

Amy Wilson, Imaging Sciences faculty, was recently notified that she has 

been selected to serve on the government relations committee of the Soci-

ety of Diagnostic Medical Sonography, a national organization..  She will be 

serving a two year term on a committee of eight persons. She was selected 

from a group of 100 nominees.  

The annual Nursing Society 

Alumni Dinner is scheduled 

for Tuesday, October 16, at 

5:30 p.m. in Carter Hall. . The 

Alumni of the Year awarded 

will be presented at dinner. Gale Hoehn, 

Nursing, was last yearõs recipient. 

Nursing Alumni Dinner  

Elizabeth òBettyó Brown, ô92. ô04,  will 

be speaking in Mitchell Auditorium on 

Tuesday afternoon at 1:30 p.m. She is  

delivering an address entitled, òItõs Appar-

ent. Healthcare is Transparent.ó  Ms. Brown 

currently serves as vice-president of 

Quality and Performance Improvement 

at Tri-Health of Cincinnati, OH.    Ms. 

Brown, president of the USI charter 

nursing class of 1990, was selected as the 

distinguished alumna for the USI Nurs-

ing Society in 2005.  

Alumna -in -Residence Day  

Congratulations to Susan Ahmad, director 

of the OTA program and the OTA faculty 

in the successful review of the OTA Pro-

gram.  The Accreditation Council for Occu-

pational Therapy Education (ACOTE) will 

meet in November and a final report will be 

received at that time. 

OTA PROGRAM                               

ACCREDITATION  SITE VISIT  

Kim Shelton Promoted  

Congratulations to Kim Shelton, 

dental programs administrative as-

sistant, who has been pro-

moted to senior adminis-

trative assistant. She will be working 

in the offices of Jon Mark Hall, Ath-

letic Director.  Kim will  be missed by 

we are happy for her and look forward to her 

success. 

HUMANA HOSPITAL SCHOLARSHIP        

Humana Hospital, located in Louisville, Ken-

tucky, has established a $500 scholarship for 

USI Nursing students. 
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