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About the Honors Program
The Honors Program offers a demanding and rewarding opportunity for selected students who are searching for a stimulating intellectual challenge. These students are prepared to invest extra effort to meet that challenge. Students from any major may participate. Honors courses may come from the University Core Curriculum and from the student’s major. Students can choose from three kinds of Honors courses (see below).

Why join the Honors Program?
· Stimulating and challenging courses. Honors courses are more in depth. Students enjoy lively discussion and greater interaction with faculty and other motivated students.
· Small classes. Top faculty. Honors sections are smaller than non-Honors classes. The University’s most accomplished faculty are selected to teach in the Honors Program.
· Honors Living-Learning Community. Freshmen may live on an Honors-only floor of the residence hall. They take courses together and have opportunities to collaborate and socialize.
· Study-Abroad Scholarships. Special scholarships to help with study-abroad expenses are available for Honors students.
· Honors student organizations. The Honors Student Council and General Assembly build community and offer leadership and service opportunities.
· Priority registration. Honors students register on the first day of early registration when they are most likely to get the courses and professors they want.
· Enrichment. Honors students have access to up close sessions with interesting people, like visiting scholars, actors, and artists.
· Research. Because of the quality of their work, Honors students have a competitive advantage when applying for research and travel grants.
· Retreats. The Honors Program hosts on-campus retreats and overnight retreats to Historic New Harmony.
· Social events. Social events, ranging from a Halloween party to a spring hike in the woods, are organized for Honors students throughout the year.
· Peer mentors. Honors freshmen are paired with juniors who share similar majors and interests to provide support and advice.
· Honors cords ceremony. Before Commencement, University Honors Scholars attend a ceremony where Honors cords are presented by a special person chosen by each student.

Who may apply?
Students who meet the following criteria are eligible to apply to the Honors Program.
· Incoming freshmen
· SAT score of 1200 or higher on the Math and Critical Reading sections or ACT composite of 27 or higher, and
· High school GPA of 3.0 or higher
· Incoming freshmen who have slightly lower SAT scores, ACT scores, or high school GPAs also may apply. These candidates will be evaluated on their overall profile of qualifications, including standardized test scores, high school GPA, class rank, academic background, and extracurricular activities.
· Transfer students and current USI students
·  Completion of a minimum of 15 credit hours at USI or elsewhere with a cumulative 3.25 GPA

How to apply
· Fill out and return an Honors Program application.  Pick one up from the Honors Program office or download it from the Honors Program web site.

Honors Courses – Three types
· Stand-alone Honors Course – Only open to Honors students. Class is all Honors students, size is smaller than regular classes, and course work is more challenging and stimulating. 
· Cross-Listed Contract Course – A course that is cross listed in the class schedule, meaning that it is listed twice, once as a regular section and once as an Honors section. Therefore, the class will be made up of Honors students and non-Honors students. Honors students are responsible for all the material on the course syllabus and an additional Honors component, for which they must fill out an Honors contract. In most cases, the professor has already designed the project for the Honors component.   
· Ad Hoc Contract Course – A course that is not offered as a stand-alone or cross-listed Honors course may be taken for Honors credits by adding an Honors component to the course. The student will need to fill out an Honors contract with the professor that includes a description of a project that will satisfy the Honors component. A student taking an ad hoc contract course is responsible for all material on the course syllabus and an additional Honors component. 

Honors Contracts
· The Honors contract form can be found on the Honors website under Honors forms or in the Honors office (ED 0114).  A student contracting a course for Honors credit is responsible for all material on the course syllabus and an additional Honors component (also called a project). A brief description of the Honors component should be attached to the Honors contract.  Students write up the description of the project after agreeing on it with the professor.  Deciding on the details of a project can sometimes take some time and a few meetings.  In these cases, the Honors Director can grant an extension on the contract due date as long as she is notified before the due date.  Students should provide professors with a copy of the description (hard copy or electronic copy).  The description does not need to be very lengthy.  The important thing is that it contains the information necessary for the student and the professor to understand the requirements of the project. 
· The workload for the Honors component should be about 15 hours a semester and no more than 30.
· The content of the Honors component will vary by course topic.  Generally, students are encouraged to work with their professors to develop projects that will be interesting and stimulating for both the students and the professors.  The Honors Faculty Council encourages directed but student-initiated learning.  The project can take a variety of forms depending on the class content, and the preference of the professor and the student.  Some examples are: an extension or added dimension to a class paper, an additional paper, a class presentation, field work, a series of interviews culminating in a report, researching case studies, a review of current literature, a speech, a conference paper, leading a class discussion after researching a class topic, reading plays and books in a foreign language, etc. Depending on the course content, a project might be of interest to the entire class and the student could present his/her work to the class as part of the project.  One example is an Honors student who was contracting a Wealth & Poverty sociology class for Honors credit.  The student had spent the summer studying abroad in Ukraine.  She and her professor decided she could research inequality in Ukraine and present what she found to the class.  The class thought her presentation was interesting and the professor reported that the student was very enthusiastic about the project.  
· At the end of the semester we will mail a grade report sheet to the instructor/professor.   The student should receive a separate grade for the Honors component that will NOT be factored into the course grade or University GPA.  As long as the grade is a B or higher in the class and on the Honors component the student will receive Honors credit for the course.  Any course a student takes for Honors credit is worth three (3) Honors credits.   The instructor/professor should mail the grade report sheet back to the Honors office.   After we receive the grade report sheet the student’s Honors credits will be posted to his/her Honors and University records.  Please keep in mind that the Honors credit will not show on a student’s record immediately at the end of the semester, but should be there by the end of the following semester. 
· Students who have questions about Honors projects are encouraged to contact the Honors Director.

To graduate as a University Honors Scholar
· Complete undergraduate work with a cumulative GPA of 3.25 or higher
· Complete 21 minimum hours of Honors credit with an A or B grade
· Three of the 21 hours must come from completing HONS 101: Issues for the 21st Century with an A or B grade
· Three of the 21 hours must come from completing an Honors component to the senior synthesis course or an approved substitute with an A or B grade

Recognition given to University Honors Scholars
· University Honors Scholar designation on diploma
· Notation on official transcript for each course with Honors credit
· Special Honors cords presentation ceremony
· Distinctive Honors cords worn at Commencement
The Honors designation is highly regarded by potential employers and graduate or professional schools where students may want to continue their education.

