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(After filling out this petition, please send it and all supporting documentation 

as email attachments to Dr. Mark Krahling mkrahlin@usi.edu.)

APPLICATION

for

APPROVAL OF COURSE FOR UNIVERSITY CORE CURRICULUM CREDIT IN
Category D: Synthesis 
NOTE: PLEASE ATTACH A SYLLABUS AND OTHER DOCUMENTS YOU DEEM RELEVANT. SYLLABUS MUST INCLUDE EXPLANATION OF COURSE’S RELEVANCE TO OBJECTIVES OF UCC CATEGORY NOTED ABOVE.

1. Petition Submitted by ______________________________ Date  ________________________




(Name of Department)
2. Discipline/Course Number/Course Title/Semester Hours:

3. Catalog Description and Prerequisites:

4. Are you petitioning for this course to count in more than one University Core category? _______

If so, list the other categories: _______________________________________________________ 

Attach a separate copy of Question 5 only for each category for which University Core credit is sought. 

(Do not write below this line)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Action of University Core Committee:

_____Approved



_____Not Approved


_____Other (Specify)

Comments:

_______________________________________________________________ ________________


University Core Director 




     Date

5. Use the following checklist for the objectives of the SYNTHESIS category. Check each item that applies to your course, and write a short statement explaining how your course meets that concern.

[ ] a. Uses interdisciplinary perspectives/approaches.

[ ] b. Focuses on problems and issues of contemporary life.

[ ] c. Explores factors influencing these problems and issues.

[ ] d. Suggests alternate solutions to problems and issues.

[ ] e. Identifies ways in which students might contribute toward resolving contemporary problems and issues.

6. In addition to emphasizing one specific objective, each course in the University Core Curriculum is expected to reinforce as many of the program's other goals and objectives as possible. (No single course, however, is expected to address all of them.) Check each item below that applies to your course and provide a brief explanation of how your course reinforces that objective. (It is NOT necessary to check the item(s) you've explained at length in Section 5 above.)

Overall Goals
[ ] a. Analysis and critical evaluation of information.

[ ] b. Locating, gathering, and processing information.

Specific Objectives
[ ] a. Effective oral and written communication.

[ ] b. Thinking in mathematical terms.

[ ] c. Making ethical judgements/raising ethical concerns.

[ ] d. Providing response to the arts.

[ ] e. Enhancing health and fitness.

[ ] f. Providing historical perspective.

[ ] g. Understanding individual development or social behavior.

[ ] h. Understanding science and scientific thinking.

[ ] i. Understanding major thought and creative work of western culture.

[ ] j. Understanding Earth as a global community.

[ ] k. Drawing on educational experiences to develop interdisciplinary responses to problems and issues of contemporary life.

Category D: Curriculum Map

	Learning Objective
	Synthesis Objective: Students should be able to draw on their educational experiences to develop interdisciplinary responses t problems and issues of contemporary life.  They should explore the factors that influence these problems and issues, suggest alternative solutions, and identify ways in which they might contribute toward their resolution.

	Benchmark:

· UCC Category Goal:


	Interdisciplinary Connection

· Course Pre-requisites

· Disciplinary Connection

· Contemporary Issue(s)

· Problem/Theme Addressed
	Source of Content, Information or Experience
· Instructor Credentials

· Textbook or Reading Reference

· Field Placement/Laboratory/Studio

· Expert mentor or guest instructor

· Research in Course
	Assessment Plan
· Test Item

· Essay Question

· Field Experience Log

· Experiment

· Portfolio

· Exit Interview/Conference

· Attitudinal Survey Data

· Artifact

	Category Goal:

1. Uses interdisciplinary perspectives and approaches.


	
	
	

	Category Goal: 

2. Focuses on problems and issues in contemporary life.


	
	
	

	Category Goal:

3. Explores factors influencing these problems and issues.


	
	
	

	Category Goal:

4. Suggests alternate solutions to problems and issues.


	
	
	

	Category Goal:

5. Identifies ways in which students might contribute toward resolving contemporary problems and issues.


	
	
	


Attach a Glossary of discipline specific terms, concepts, or theories addressed within the curriculum map and course.

Use these instructions to Complete the Curriculum Map for Courses Submitted to

UCC Category D. 

(Row 1 of the Curriculum Map is a list of prompts that corresponds to these instructions.)

1. In the column labeled INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTION, identify the source of Interdisciplinary Connections.  As a Category D: Synthesis course, it is essential that the students participating in the course draw upon their educational experiences to develop interdisciplinary responses to problems and issues.  The Interdisciplinary Connection identified should be aligned with the Benchmark being addressed in the adjacent column.

2. In the column labeled SOURCE OF EXPERTISE OR INFORMATION, identify the source of information or expertise within the interdisciplinary field identified in the adjacent column.  Acknowledging that not everyone can be an expert in all the related disciplines, it is important to consider the source of the information and expertise that will guide the instruction toward each learning objective and benchmark.

3. In the column labeled ASSESSMENT PLAN, identify the student artifact or course assignment that will demonstrate student proficiency with regard to the identified benchmark.  Consider how the students will demonstrate the expertise and interdisciplinary connections that have been identified.

Glossary: This is an optional, but highly recommended, glossary of discipline specific terms and concepts.  The glossary is where you can explain discipline specific jargon, e.g., in business, “Stakeholder Theory” is the discussion of ethics and social concerns.  It is helpful in the review process to have definitions and explanations or examples of key terms and concepts.
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