
Philosophy of Communication 
Course Syllabus 

 
Course Description:  Study of the philosophical theories and models utilized in the human 
sciences to analyze, describe and interpret human communication as a paradigm of expression 
and perception.  Emphasis on the nature of persons, consciousness and social exchange as 
discussed in classical rhetoric, the British analytic school and continental thought, including such 
topics as structuralism, conceptual analysis, phenomenology, semiotics and hermeneutics.  Pre-
req:  Senior standing. 
 
Instructor:        Dr. Robert West               Office Hours:   MTWR 10-11a. 
                        LA 3084                                                   TR 8-9a. 
                        461-5209                                                 and by appointment 
                        rwest@usi.edu 

                                                
Course Objectives:  The overall objective of the course is to provide students with tools for 
evaluating information and communication.  To achieve this, the course informs students about 
the various philosophical groundings and assumptions of communication theories and how those 
groundings are reflected in contemporary research.  The course provides an historical survey of 
philosophic thought about communicative praxis.  It is an examination of “what we know and how 
do we know it?” 
 
Class Format:  Seminar (small group discussion, which itself provides a laboratory of human 
communication and meta-communication). 
 
Evaluation:             Participation                       10% 
                               Reports/Presentations       10%           
                               Research report     1          15%  
                               Research report     2           30% 
       Midterm Exam                    15% 
                               Final Exam                          20% 
  
                           A = 90-100                     C  = 70-75 
                           B+= 86-89                      D+= 66-69 
                           B  = 80-85                      D  = 60-65 
                           C+= 76-79                      F  =   0-59 
 
Students will have opportunities during each class period to earn participation points by 
commenting on the readings and/or reports.    
 
Attendance:  University policies regarding attendance and withdrawal will be followed.  
Attendance is expected.  It is difficult to engage in group-discussion when you are not here.   
 
In case of snow or icy conditions please check the USI website or local media for university 
closings. If the University is open but road conditions prevent you from driving to campus safely, 
notify the instructor of the reason for your absence via email or telephone. If the University is 
open but this class is cancelled you will be notified via email.  
 
 
Academic Integrity:  Any student engaging in unethical behavior (to include cheating, plagiarism, 
having other people do assignments) faces the possibility of a failing grade for the assignment 
and/or course. 
 
Disability Statement:  Any student who has any disability should notify the instructor as to any 
special accommodations that may be needed. 
 

mailto:rwest@usi.edu


Textbook:   Foss, S., Foss, K., & Trapp, R. (2002).  Contemporary Perspectives     
 on Rhetoric   (3

rd
 Ed.).  Long Grove, IL:  Waveland Press.                           

 
                     
                    
 
Reading list:  Selections from: 
                      Aristotle                  Durkheim              Peirce 
                      St. Augustine          Habermas            Frege 
                      Plato                       Chomsky              Habermas 
                      Husserl                   Derrida                 Burke 
                      Heidegger               Tonnes                 Rokeach 
                      Merleau-Ponty        Lacan                   Wittgenstein     
                      Foucault                  Eco                      Mead 
                      Kuhn                       Schutz                  Dilthey 
     
What Are Some Common Misconceptions About This Course?  (from Dr. Gottcent) 

 

a. Because they have to graduate, and may have a job waiting, seniors will pass LIBA 497. Of course the 

hope is that everyone will pass. But this misconception puts the cart before the horse. People graduate 

because they pass; they do not pass because they have to graduate. Passing grades must be earned. 

b. LIBA 497 is not as important as other courses because it is not in my major. Actually, it is in your 

major. Every student has at least two majors: an individual one, and the University Core, which is 

“everybody’s major.” Since this course is a Core requirement, one cannot graduate without it. 

c. LIBA 497 is not an English course, so I shouldn’t be graded on writing. True, it is not an English 

course. But why do you think you were required to take English comp courses? So you could apply 

the writing skills you honed there in other contexts, including LIBA 497. 

d. If the instructor made more grade points available, it would be easier to earn a higher grade. Some 

students think that grades are easier to earn in courses which offer more points. But this is not so, 

for grades are usually based on percentages. It makes no difference whether 1,006 points equals a 

B or 206 points equals a B-a B is still a B. It’s the opportunities to earn points, not the total 

number of points available that matters.                

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Tentative Schedule 



(This schedule is subject to revision.) 
 
Date    Topic      Reference 

 
Sept   1  Introduction/Administration/Overview 
   3  Introduction to Rhetoric     Chapter 1 
   8  Introduction to Rhetoric 
 10  Historical Context           Reports/Discussion 
 15  Aristotle       The Rhetoric & Poetics  
 17  Reports 
 22  Richards      Chapter 2 
 24  Grassi       Chapter 3  
 29  Grassi       Chapter 3 
Oct   1  Perelman      Chapter 4 
   6  Reports 
   8  Midterm Paper Presentations     
 13  Midterm Paper Presentations 
 15  Midterm Exam 
 20  The Original Debate     Lecture   
 22  Toulmin       Chapter 5 
 27  Toulmin       Chapter 5 
 29  Weaver       Chapter 6 
Nov   3  Weaver       Chapter 6 
   5  Reports 
 10  Assessment Day—Class does not meet 
 12  Kenneth Burke      Chapter 7 
 17  Kenneth Burke      Chapter 7  
 19  Kenneth Burke      Chapter 7 
 24  Habermas      Chapter 8 
Dec   1  Michel Foucault      Chapter 11 
   3  Michel Foucault      Chapter 11  
   8  Paper Presentations 
 10  Paper Presentations 
 15  Final Exam      Chapter 9  
 
 
 
   
  

 


