The 2007 Trustees Distinguished Merit Award
The Trustees Distinguished Merit Award recognizes outstanding achievement in not only the student’s major, but more importantly in the liberal arts and sciences that form the core of a university education. 

Each college can nominate one student for the award. Nominations and supporting materials should be sent to the Chairperson of Student Affairs Committee.  Selection of the recipient will be made by the Student Affairs Committee.  The cash award is $1000. 

Award Criteria
· Recipients must be enrolled as full-time students at the time the nomination is made. 

· The student must be in his or her junior or senior year and have completed at least 31 semester hours at USI. 

· Recipients may be majors in any degree-granting program at the University.  Students are not disqualified by virtue of their professional and vocational goals; rather, they are qualified by virtue of the overall integrity of their student life. 

· Recipients will have demonstrated achievement in reading, writing, and mathematics, as well as a well-balanced and well-sequenced involvement in those areas constituting the liberal arts and sciences. 

· Nominations for the award should include the following: 

· The completed nomination form with the signature of the Dean. 

· A 500-word essay written by the candidate explaining the value of a liberal arts education from the University of Southern Indiana.

· At least two, but no more than four, letters of recommendation sent to the Chairperson of Student Affairs.  These letters should be written by the instructors of classes within the liberal arts and sciences but outside the nominee’s major discipline and should attest to the nominee’s effort and achievement in those classes. 

2007 NOMINATION FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN INDIANA 

TRUSTEES DISTINGUISHED MERIT AWARD
This form should be completed by the student.  The dean of the college making the nomination must sign the form after completion and then return it to the Chairperson of the Student Affairs Committee.  

College Submitting: _____________________________________

A. Dean of Nominating College
Signature _______________________________ Date____________

B. Personal Data of Nominee

Name ______________________________  Social Security No. _____-____-_______

Permanent Address ______________________________________________________

City _________________________________________State_________  Zip_________ 

School Address _________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________State_________  Zip_________ 

phone ______________________ email _______________________________ 

It is best to contact me by phone _____ or email _____ to schedule the interview.   

C. Academic Qualifications

Major(s) ____________________________  Minor(s)____________________________

Hours at USI _________   

Cumulative GPA at USI _____________

List all courses taken in liberal arts and science excluding the freshman composition sequence, Speech 101 and courses in the major. 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

The nomination is complete when all of the following are received by the Chairperson of Student Affairs Committee, Tom Bordelon, Social Work Department, 8600 University Blvd., Evansville, IN 47712.

1. the completed nomination form

2. a 500 word essay written by the candidate explaining the value of a liberal arts education from the University of Southern Indiana

3. at least two, but not more than four, letters of recommendation written by the instructors of the courses listed above, but outside the nominee’s major discipline, and sent directly to the Chairperson of Student Affairs Committee.

NOTE: All documents must be submitted by January 16, 2007.

