	Fluency
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	Thesis
	Clearly addresses audience, subject, and purpose. Develops fresh insights.
	Appropriate to audience, subject, and purpose. Demonstrates writer’s ability to handle complex reasoning.
	Either not entirely appropriate to audience, subject, and purpose or is unimaginative, obvious, or cliché.
	Reader cannot determine thesis, OR thesis is inappropriate to audience, subject, and purpose, OR thesis has no relation to the text itself
	Thesis is missing or shows no awareness of audience, subject, purpose or ethos.

	Development
	Thesis, whether implicit or explicit, evolves between introduction and conclusion. Contextualizes ideas, assumptions and details.
	Substantial, logic and concrete development of ideas. Conclusion may restate rather than reemphasize claims and thesis.
	Offers somewhat obvious support that may be too broad. Details are too general, not interpreted, or irrelevant to thesis.
	Offers off-topic or inappropriate generalizations, faulty assumptions, or irrelevant details
	Offers simplistic, undeveloped, or confusing claims.

	Support
	Clearly relates evidence to claims. Details are vivid, appropriate to readers, and sufficient to back up claims.
	Evidence somewhat unrelated or insufficient to support claims. Details may tend to be general but are appropriate to readers and attempt to back up claims.
	Evidence too general or not interpreted or irrelevant. 
	Offers off-topic or inappropriate evidence, faulty assumptions, or irrelevant details.
	Offers insufficient or faulty evidence to support claims.


	Form
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	Organization
	Fully and imaginatively supports thesis and purpose. Sequence of ideas is effective; transitions are effective.
	Organization supports thesis and purpose. Transitions are mostly appropriate. Sequence of ideas could be improved.
	Some signs of logical organization. May have abrupt shifts in flow of ideas; weak transitions.
	Organizational plan is inappropriate to thesis. Illogical and abrupt shifts in ideas; weak transitions.
	Unclear organization. No transitions.


	Style
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	Ethos
	Sentences are clear and concise; may use advanced vocabulary; demonstrates knowledge, credibility and trustworthiness.
	Sentences are mostly clear and concise; diction is generally appropriate; tone is mature and appropriate to audience, subject and purpose; demonstrates knowledge and credibility.
	Sentences show some variety and complexity; may use words inaccurately; leaves some question about knowledge and credibility.
	Uneven control; sentences are simplistic; diction is inaccurate; tone is inappropriate for audience, subject and purpose; creates questions about knowledge and credibility.
	Superficial and stereotypical language; oral rather than written language patterns; erodes confidence in knowledge and credibility

	Readability
	Essentially error-free. Demonstrates control except when using sophisticated language.
	Demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting frequent errors that make reading slightly difficult. 
	Demonstrates developing control, exhibiting error patterns and/or stigmatizing errors that make reading difficult.
	Repeated weaknesses in mechanics, spelling and/or grammar, demonstrating a lack of control.
	Mechanical and usage errors are so severe that ideas are hidden.


