Personality Heuristic
1. Briefly describe your personality (perhaps looking back at your personality test from earlier in the semester).

2. How do you see yourself as a writer? What do you like about your writing; what do you dislike?

3. What kind of writing do you most enjoy? What kind do you most dislike? (This could be school writing, personal writing, work writing, etc.)

4. In what kind of company, role, and position do you see yourself – what is your ideal job? How does your personality fit your career choice?

5. Look back at answers 1-4. What connections do you see between your personality, your sense of yourself as a writer, and your intended/ideal career? 

Skills Inventory

Because the Process Portfolio is meant to help you see how you’re developing the skills and attitudes of an accomplished, sophisticated academic writer, it’s good to look back at the course goals and objectives of English 100 and to “take stock” of where you are now as a writer:

· Students should value themselves as thinkers and producers of ideas worth writing down, developing critical thinking skills and understanding that what they write “counts”; students should understand that this is an important course because it has permitted them access to the university, and with that comes responsibility of adapting to the university community; and students should distinguish between academic and nonacademic discourse and mastering academic skills to ensure their success as students;

· Students should recognize the importance of and the role of writing beyond the writing class, including across the curriculum, as citizens, and in the workplace;

· Students should realize the relationship between reading and writing, and to review strategies for reading that include pre-reading, formulating questions, journaling, and written response;

· Students should be exposed to a range of texts, student work and essays written by professional writers, whereby they have features of texts and language conventions pointed out to them that they might model in their own process upon;

· Students see that writing is rhetorical, that when we write it is to an particular audience, for a specific purpose;
· Students should discuss issues and implications of correctness and, when necessary, be taught structure, style, and grammatical and mechanical correctness in the context of student writing to illustrate the effect of coherence and fluidity on a writer’s credibility.
List all the skills that you believe you have as a writer at this time:

To go beyond your initial list, look back at the essays you’ve written this semester and remind yourself of what was involved in their creation. Broaden your scope as you include all the skills in the above list (positive writing attitudes, understanding academic discourse, seeing the value of writing, seeing the relationship between reading and writing, developing strategies for reading and writing, addressing writing to an audience/subject/purpose, developing a correct and mature style, etc.). Note how your essays are reflecting any or all of these skills:

Literacy Narrative –

Review –

Proposal – 

Analyzing Your Rhetorical Situation
Just like your individual essays, the portfolio has a rhetorical context:

· Audience: me, your instructor;

· Purpose: to demonstrate your development as a writer over the course of English 100;

· Subject/skills: the course goals and outcomes of English 100, which we explored in the Skills Inventory exercise, and the features of good writing I’ve used to evaluate your essays all semester, found in the essay rubrics;
· Context: this class, English 100, which has focused on developing a “spirit of inquiry” in which you use writing both to discover and to express your ideas.

In the space below, write what you know/think about each of the elements of your portfolio’s rhetorical situation:

Audience:

Purpose:

Subject/skills:

Context:

Thinking about Metaphor and Theme

On the cover page of your portfolio, you will need to include an image that works as a metaphor or theme for who you are as a writer and/or how you have developed as a writer this semester. Portfolios aren’t just a presentation of work; they are a presentation of you, the writer, so the theme or metaphor you select says a lot to your audience – me – about what you want the portfolio to convey.

Answer the following questions to help you explore possibilities for choosing a theme or metaphor:

1. After looking through your essays from this semester, list and describe any themes or patterns you see emerging from your writing.

2. Describe any personal interests that emerge from your essays. (I.e., something you felt passionate about when writing or nor feel passionate about as you read)

3. Create a list of words that describe your writing (bold, understated, creative, etc.).

4. List six words that describe your personality.

5. List six words that describe your attitude toward writing.

6. Describe your collection of essay as a color.

7. Complete this sentence: My writing process is like a 




















8. List six objects or symbols that represent your writing, your writing process, or you as a writer.

9. List six images, objects or symbols that you find interesting or engaging.

Using the questions above, go online and, using a search engine like Google images, try to find a picture, symbol or object that represents your theme or metaphor. (Examples: a butterfly, a lightning bolt, a tree, a river, a lightbulb, a brick wall, a fast car, etc.)

Write down the URL (web address) of each image you find, along with an explanation of why you would want to use it as the theme or metaphor of your portfolio:
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Portfolio Design Proposal

Using the pre-writing you’ve been doing about your personality, your skills, your rhetorical situation, and your theme and metaphor, plan your portfolio by addressing the following parts.
Materials. List the materials needed to assemble your portfolio (folder/binder, divider pages, labels). Be as specific as possible, maybe even noting what colors you plan to use, and why.

Contents. List everything that needs to be included in your portfolio.

Visual Elements. Explain what theme or metaphor you are going to use for the portfolio, and what image you will put on your cover page to capture this theme or metaphor. Be specific, including the URL of the image.

Now, write a short explanation of your portfolio in which you describe its audience and purpose; how the portfolio will be organized; and the theme and metaphor you will use. As part of your explanation, also include a table of contents that tells how you will order the portfolio.
