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Classes of Argument, and Kairos Identification
After using Journal Finder (see description below) to find the Op-Ed arguments listed for readings, print the articles and annotate the text by identifying the Persuasive Devices used as well as the classes of argument the authors have employed to make their arguments effective.  In addition, analyze and make notes concerning the historical context or kairos (time and place) of the arguments.  This will help you in identifying the subject and its message.  Ask yourself:  Why was this piece written?  What is the claim?  What was the social climate at the time of the piece, or what were the important movements within our society at the time of the piece?  To which communities did listeners belong?  Illustrate your findings by creating a formal outline.  Your judgments should render an overall claim of a dominant class and device by providing examples, and the kairos should be explained thoroughly also by providing examples.  

Devices of Persuasion

· Ethos is the Greek term for “character,” and within the context of an argument, it is the element that establishes credibility on behalf of the speaker.  

· Pathos is the Greek word for “emotion” or “suffering.”  Mainly used in argument to stimulate the reader’s interest, Pathos should not distract attention from the facts of the case.

· Logos means “word” or “reason,” and for the purposes of this course, it will be the most widely used element of persuasion.

Classes of Argument
· Factual argument illustrates a certain condition or event exists or has existed. 

· Causal argument tries to convince readers that one event or condition caused another or is likely to cause another in the future. 

· Evaluative argument makes a value judgment, or demonstrates an opinion.

· Recommendation argument tries to get readers to do something, or follow a course of action. 

Check List
Are the examples provided by the author relevant to the claim?  Explain.

Is the logic valid?  Explain.
Is there an appeal to emotion?  If satire is used, is it used fairly?

How does the writer establish their credibility?

Are counterarguments accurately considered? 
Using Journal Finder

From the David L. Rice Library home page, locate Journal Finder in the left-hand column under “more library links” and click on it.  When you are in Journal Finder, type in the Journal for which you are looking…not the title of the article; in this case, you will type New York Times in the search box.  Next, choose the LexisNexis Academic database.  When this page opens, simply type the author and the title of the text in the search box.  You may receive more hits than the article you are looking for, but just scroll down, and you will find your article.  Journal Finder can be useful when articles in Academic Search Premiere, or other databases, are listed, but they are not available.  In most of these cases, the articles can be found in Journal finder.

