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Reading as a Believer means to employ empathic listening. See the world through the author’s eyes, temporarily adopt the writer’s beliefs and values, and suspend your skepticism to hear what the author is saying.

Reading as a Doubter means that you should question what is not in the argument, what is glossed over, unexplained, or left out.  You should demand proof, doubting evidence, and challenge the author’s assumptions and values.

For this exercise, students may bring in anything they see and agree with as an argument.  They will be required to suspend their beliefs by writing a one-page statement which disagrees with their examples.

