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Toulmin Schema

Original Enthymeme:  Your claim with your because clause

Claim:  The point or position you are trying to get your audience to accept

Stated Reason:  Your because clause; your reasons are the subordinate claims you make in support of your main claim.

Grounds:  The evidence (data, facts, testimony, statistics, examples) supporting your stated reason

Warrant:  The unstated assumption behind your enthymeme, the statement of belief, value, principle, and so on, that when accepted by an audience warrants or underwrites your argument.

Backing:  Evidence or other argumentation supporting the warrant (if the audience already accepts the warrant, then backing is usually not needed, but if the audience doubts the warrant, then backing is essential)

Conditions of Rebuttal:  Your acknowledgment of the ways that skeptics might challenge your argument, show its weaknesses, or identify conditions under which it does not hold; adversaries can question either your reason and grounds or your warrant and backing
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Toulmin Explanation

A Toulmin schema is a working outline for your argument. The first thing you should have is an enthymeme which is a claim coupled with its stated reason (because clause).  For example:  Joe would not be a good chairperson because he is too bossy.  This is the enthymeme.  The claim is that Joe would not be a good chairperson.  The stated reason is: because he is too bossy.  These should be specific when you hand in your schema.  

The grounds will not need to be as specific as it will change until your paper is finished, but you should be able to clarify areas that you plan to cover such as periodicals (with specific names such as Newsweek, time, etc., newspapers, books, etc).  
The warrant is the unstated assumption behind your enthymeme.  For the one above, it would be that bossy people do not make good chair people.  A warrant may be interpreted differently by different people, so a general idea of the unstated assumption is all that is necessary.  
The backing is the area of research that is similar to grounds; however, grounds supports your claim while backing supports your warrant.  This research will cover all of your bases.  
Finally, conditions of rebuttal are necessary to identify areas of opposition to your argument.  This prepares you for the counter arguments that your opposition will present.  
