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Introduction
This approach to teaching argument creates a hierarchical bridge between simple argument and the research component necessary for academic discourse proficiency.  All four units combine aspects of argument and research with argument being the basis of all written discourse.  The theory is that one cannot exist without the other; an argument that is not researched and supported is conjecture. The first unit in this program provides students with the fundamental concepts for effective argumentation.  At the end of the unit, they will be required to write a Critical Analysis of 1500 words in which they will identify these fundamentals as they are employed by professional writers.  Students will be required to support their claims by providing citations from the Op-Ed text they have chosen. Thus, their citation work begins with this assignment as does their introduction to library research.  For the next writing assignment, students are required to write a Classical Argument (5-7 pages), which will develop their reasoning as they are required to provide both sides and refute opposition to their argument.  This unit is more research intense by incorporating advanced internet research techniques; in addition, Writing Assignment #3 (The Rogerian Argument; also 5-7 pages) takes library research further by requiring students to incorporate periodicals and scholarly journals into their work.  The Rogerian argument also encourages students to strip away layers of subjectivity in search of a general truth so that the two sides they are presenting are provided equal weight in the final analysis for negotiation.  To culminate the semester, students are required to create a research intense paper of no less than 12 pages written in the organizational pattern of their choice.  After being introduced to these two different styles of argumentation, in the end, students will have the opportunity to include all of their research methods (internet, database and library) into one final paper.
Text

Miller, Robert K.  The Informed Argument.  Boston:  Thomson, 2007.

Note: Some of these assignments have appeared in A Workbook to Accompany ENG110 for the California College for Health and Sciences.
