ENGLISH 201 UNIT 1
	Unit Title:  Argument Fundamentals/Writing Assignment #1 “A Critical Analysis”

	Time Allotted (weeks/class periods):  3-4 Weeks

	Course Objectives Addressed
	Other Objectives
	Readings
	Activities
	Assignments
	Outcomes

	1.  Academic Literacy

· Employ critical thinking, reading, and writing skills in order to communicate effectively within various academic contexts.

· Employ the appropriate research methods and conventions for a given context.  

· Adapt these skills to life in the university and beyond.

2.  Academic Discourse Conventions

· Reasoned arguments.

· Organized ideas.

· Developed supporting evidence.

· Correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

· Appropriate documentation and format.

· Language appropriate to the rhetorical context.

3.  Enhancement of Cultural Awareness
· Discover, develop, revise, and express their ideas.

· Locate themselves as members of discourse communities.

· Develop, evaluate, and refine their positions with respect to those held by other members of various discourse communities.  


	
	The Informed Argument, pp. 3-32;  pp. 72-88; 97-108; 153-162.

Nicholas Kristof “Slavery in Our Time.”

Bob Herbert “Young, Cold, and For Sale” & “The Nixon Syndrom”


	Course Introduction

Discuss Argument, Discourse Communities, and the rhetorical triangle.

Annotate texts identifying Persuasive Devices, Classes of Argument, Fallacies, Intended audience, and Kairos (historical context)

Use Journal Finder to locate articles 

Paraphrasing, Direct Quotes, and Indirect Quotes

A Adiscussion Ron Less’ “Dowd is Screaming Again”


	Reading and annotating texts

A written Critical Analysis (see assignment sheet)


	By the end of this unit, students will gain an understanding of argument fundamentals, the importance of annotating research texts, writing academic discourse, and using the handbook for citation guidelines.  This unit also provides an introduction to Library Research through the use of Journal Finder.


