The Consciousness Paradox

8843_000.indd i 6/9/11 11:53 AM



8843_000.indd ii 6/9/11 11:53 AM



The Consciousness Paradox

Consciousness, Concepts, and Higher-Order Thoughts

Rocco ). Gennaro

A Bradford Book

The MIT Press

Cambridge, Massachusetts
London, England

8843_000.indd iii 6/9/11 11:53 AM



8843_000.indd iv

Representation and Mind

Hilary Putnam and Ned Block, Editors

Representation and Reality, Hilary Putnam

Explaining Behavior: Reasons in a World of Causes, Fred Dretske
The Metaphysics of Meaning, Jerrold J. Katz

A Theory of Content and Other Essays, Jerry A. Fodor

The Realistic Spirit: Wittgenstein, Philosophy, and the Mind, Cora Diamond
The Unity of the Self, Stephen L. White

The Imagery Debate, Michael Tye

A Study of Concepts, Christopher Peacocke

The Rediscovery of the Mind, John R. Searle

Past, Space, and Self, John Campbell

Mental Reality, Galen Strawson

Ten Problems of Consciousness: A Representational Theory of the Phenomenal Mind,
Michael Tye

Representations, Targets, and Attitudes, Robert Cummins

Starmaking: Realism, Anti-Realism, and Irrealism, Peter J. McCormick
A Logical Journey: From Gddel to Philosophy, Hao Wang
Brainchildren: Essays on Designing Minds, Daniel C. Dennett
Realistic Rationalism, Jerrold J. Katz

The Paradox of Self-Consciousness, Jose Luis Bermudez

In Critical Condition: Polemical Essays on Cognitive Science and the Philosophy of Mind,
Jerry Fodor

Mind in a Physical World: An Essay on the Mind-Body Problem and Mental Causation,
Jaegwon Kim

The Mind Doesn’t Work That Way: The Scope and Limits of Computational Psychology,
Jerry Fodor

New Essays on Semantic Externalism and Self-Knowledge, Susana Nuccetelli
Consciousness and Persons: Unity and Identity, Michael Tye

Naturalistic Realism and the Antirealist Challenge, Drew Khlentzos

6/9/11

11:53 AM



Wittgenstein and the Moral Life: Essays in Honor of Cora Diamond, Alice Crary, editor
Time and Realism: Metaphysical and Antimetaphysical Perspectives, Yuval Dolev

Austere Realism: Contextual Semantics Meets Minimal Ontology, Terence E. Horgan and
Matjaz Potr¢

Consciousness Revisited: Materialism without Phenomenal Concepts, Michael Tye

The Consciousness Paradox: Consciousness, Concepts, and Higher-Order Thoughts,

Rocco J. Gennaro

8843_000.indd v 6/9/11 11:53 AM



© 2012 Massachusetts Institute of Technology

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form by any
electronic or mechanical means (including photocopying, recording, or information
storage and retrieval) without permission in writing from the publisher.

For information about special quantity discounts, please e-mail special_sales@mit-
press.mit.edu

This book was set in Stone Sans and Stone Serif by Graphic Composition, Inc.
Printed and bound in the United States of America.
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Gennaro, Rocco J.
The consciousness paradox : consciousness, concepts, and higher-order thoughts /
Rocco J. Gennaro.
p- cm.—(Representation and mind series)
“A Bradford Book.”
Includes bibliographical references (p. ) and index.
ISBN 978-0-262-01660-5 (hardcover : alk. paper)
1. Consciousness. 2. Concepts. 3. Thought and thinking. I. Title.
B808.9.G46 2012
126—dc22
2011011586

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 21

8843_000.indd  vi 6/9/11 11:53 AM



To Deidra, Olivia, and Joseph

8843_000.indd vii 6/9/11 11:53 AM



8843_000.indd  viii 6/9/11 11:53 AM



8843_000.indd ix

Contents

Acknowledgments 000

1

Introduction 000

1.1 The Problem 000

1.2 ThePlan 000

1.3 Some Terminology and Distinctions 000

In Defense of the HOT Thesis 000

2.1 Varieties of Representationalism 000

2.2 Defending Reductive Representationalism 000
2.3 Consciousness and Intentionality 000

2.4 HOT Theory: An Initial Defense 000

2.5 More on Mental Content 000

Assessing Three Close Rivals 000

3.1 First-Order Representationalism (FOR) 000
3.2 Dual-Content Theory 000

3.3 Higher-Order Perception (HOP) Theory 000

From HOT Theory to the Wide Intrinsicality View 000
4.1 A False Dilemma 000

4.2 Misrepresentation: A First Pass 000

4.3 The Problem of the Rock 000

4.4 The Hard Problem of Consciousness 000

4.5 Objections and Replies 000

Against Self-Representationalism 000

5.1 Three Views of State Consciousness 000

5.2 Against Pure Self-Referentialism 000

5.3 Another Approach: Peripheral Awareness 000

5.4 Three More Attempts and a Counterargument 000

6/9/11 11:53 AM



8843_000.indd x

In Defense of Conceptualism 000

6.1 What Is Conceptualism? 000

6.2 HOT Theory and Conceptualism 000

6.3 The Richness of Conscious Experience 000
6.4 Fineness of Grain 000

Concept Acquisition and Infant Consciousness 000
7.1 The Real Hard Problem 000

7.2 Innateness 000

7.3 Concept Acquisition 000

7.4 Conceptualism and Concept Acquisition 000
7.5 HOT Theory and Infant Consciousness 000

Animal Consciousness 000

8.1 Carruthers, Animals, and HOT Theory 000

8.2 Animals and I-Thoughts 000

8.3 Lloyd Morgan’s Canon and Parsimony 000

8.4 An Aside on Autism 000

8.5 Animals and Conceptualism: The Continuity Argument

Into the Brain 000

9.1 The Neural Correlates of Consciousness (NCCs) 000
9.2 How Global Is HOT Theory? 000

9.3 Parts, Wholes, and Feedback Loops 000

9.4 The Binding Problem and the Unity of Consciousness
9.5 Conclusion of the Book 000

Notes 000
References 000
Index 000

Contents

000

000

6/9/11 11:53 AM




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


