
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What is ARTstor? 

ARTstor is a subscription database of images of architecture, painting, sculpture, 
photography, decorative arts and design, archeological and anthropological objects, and 
other forms of visual and material culture. Its primary objective is to provide scholars, 
teachers, and students with digital images of art from many time periods and cultures for 
“noncommercial, educational, and scholarly purposes.” Featured civilizations and time periods 
include Native American, Old Master European prints from the 15th-19th centuries, canonic 
American art and architecture, and Asian art. ARTstor is in the process of incorporating 20th 
and 21st century art into the collection. 

 

How do I access ARTstor? 

Users affiliated with USI (students, faculty, and staff) can use ARTstor on campus or off, by 
going to www.usi.edu/library/dbases2/ArtMusicT.htm, or by following these steps: (1) go to 
www.usi.edu and click on Rice Library, (2) click on Databases, then choose Art, Music & 
Theatre, (3) click on ARTstor, and (4) if you are off-campus, supply your MyUSI username 
and password. 

 

Why use ARTstor? 

 



Use ARTstor if you have research questions like these: 

• Where can I find images of Caravaggio’s paintings? 
• Where can I get watercolor paintings of flowers? 
• I need to find depictions of women in illuminated manuscripts. 

Note: Not all artists’ works are available through ARTstor. For example, if you search for 
Picasso, limited to paintings, only one image appears. Consider using additional collections of 
images such as Academic Search Premier Image Collection 
(www.usi.edu/library/dbases2/GeneralMS.htm) and Google Images (www.google.com/imghp). 

 

Do ARTstor images have copyright restrictions? 

Look at the “Rights” statement for the specific ARTstor image you want to use. In general, 
however, ARTstor images can be used for educational and scholarly uses that are 
noncommercial in nature. Commercial use is strictly prohibited. Examples of permitted uses 
include presentations, lectures, seminars, conferences, exhibits, portfolios, course reserves, 
classroom handouts, theses, dissertations, and other research projects. Find examples of 
prohibited uses and more information in the Terms and Conditions of Use 
(www.artstor.org/info/about/terms_conditions_full.jsp). 

 

How can I get more help with ARTstor? 

Reference librarians will gladly help you with ARTstor and any other research question. Call or 
email the Rice Library Reference Desk: (812) 464-1907 / 1-800-246-6173, or 
libref@usi.edu. Faculty: schedule library instruction for art and other resources by going to 
www.usi.edu/library/libinstruc07.asp; to create durable links to ARTstor images in BlackBoard, 
contact Phil Orr at (812) 461-5328 or porr@usi.edu.  
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