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Respiratory Disorders Sourcebook: Basic Consumer Health Information about Infec-
 tious, Inflammatory, and Chronic Conditions Affecting the Lungs and Respira-

 tory System, Including Pneumonia, Bronchitis, Influenza, Tuberculosis, Sarcoi-
 dosis, Asthma, Cystic Fibrosis, Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, Lung 
 Abscesses, Pulmonary Embolism, Occupational Lung Diseases, and Other Bac-

 terial, Viral, and Fungal Infections; Along with Facts about the Structure and 
 Function of the Lungs and Airways, Methods of Diagnosing Respiratory Disor-

 ders, and Treatment and Rehabilitation Options, a Glossary of Related Terms, 
 and a Directory of Resources for Additional Help and Information.  Detroit, MI: 
 Omnigraphics, 2008. 

 
 “Breathing is an activity many people take for granted.  An 

average person takes almost 25,000 breaths a day and processes 
more than 10,000 liters of air. When the respiratory system func-
tions properly, this work is done automatically. When things go 

awry, however, a wide range of conditions can develop that lead to 
outcomes varying in severity from transient to chronic and from mild 

to fatal.  Furthermore, respiratory disorders are widespread, affect-
ing people at all stages of life. In fact, the National Center for Health 

Statistics estimates that in the United States more than 3.6 million 
children and 22 million adults suffer from chronic respiratory dis-
eases.” 

             (annotation from booksinprint.com) 
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