Class Notes:

· Taking good lecture notes (and clarifying your notes after the lecture) is another crucial part of your success in this class.
· Two times this semester you will be asked to turn in a complete day’s worth of annotated lecture notes to be graded (as a 20-point quiz grade). Each of these notes will be put on reserve in the library so that in case of an absence, anyone will be able to access that day’s notes.
· How?
1. Take good class notes, writing everything down from the board from beginning to end.

2. Copy your notes, using a copier on dark setting. (When you annotate your notes for yourself and not for me, which I hope you will do, you skip this step).
3. Use a red pen to clarify or annotate your notes. What is annotation? It is going through your textbook and writing down anything I missed in lecture. It is writing down what I said, but didn’t write on the board. It is explaining what you wrote down so that someone will understand what went on in class without being there. It is explaining each step of a problem.

· Why? Studies show that those students who annotate their notes daily, within a few hours after class, and use their class notes to do their homework, perform much better in mathematics classes – especially those that struggle with math.

· When you sign up to take notes, the notes are due the next class period. A rubric of how I will grade these notes is on Blackboard.

· Whether you annotate your class notes, or not, you should read over your notes each day, clarifying what you wrote, and then use them when you do homework. I try to do one homework problem from each section to help you.
