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Is There a Dog 
On-Call?

Cyndie Kieffer, LCSW 
CPPAAPT-I CAS CCTP

NORMDORICLIFF

The K9 Crew

Who Am I Anyway?
Cyndie KieĊer is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker in Illinois and Indiana. She is also 
a Certified Professional Practitioner in Animal Assisted Play Therapy-Instructor and 
an AutPlay provider. Cyndie has worked alongside her dogs since 2002 in a variety 

of settings including in private practice, nursing homes, hospice and as an advocate. 
Cyndie authored the children’s book, “Jack the Brave” and a chapter entitled, “To 

the Rescue: How Animals can Assist People Diagnosed with Autism” in the book, “A 
Spectrum of Solutions for Clients with Autism” edited by Rachel Bedard and Lorna 

Hecker. She has spoken on the topic of Animal Assisted Interventions at the 
international, national, and state level. She was awarded the Kirrie Award in 2023 by 

the International Institute for Animal Assisted Play Therapy ® for her work in this 
field. She has been a volunteer with Pet Partners since 2002 and enjoys sharing 

Norm; her canine partner in crime, with people in their community. 
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Points to consider before including your pet at 
work:
What training have you had?
What training has your pet had?
What do you know about your animals needs 
and communication?
How will you address allergies?
How will you address fears?

-

Pesky Ethics to 
Consider

Create a consent for clients to sign.

What do you need for your pet to be 
comfortable at work?

How will you handle your dog’s absences 
should they become ill or want to stop 
working?

Create a Risk Management Plan. Best Practices 
for a Doggone 
Fun Time

Our animals have the final say about 
their work hours. 

Obtain liability insurance . 

Who do YOU feel like today? Mindset matters. Let’s bowl!

Putting it All Together
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An autumn leaf snuffle mat+ leaf 
breathing =fun and helpful.

Dori knows what to do if you 
have dragons. 

Sometimes we feel like we are 
going to erupt. What are some of 
the things that make you have 
BIG feelings?

But wait...there is more.

Continue to be 
Creative

“The Role of Companion Animals in the Treatment of Mental 
Disorders”-Nancy R Gee, Lisa Townsend & Robert Findling

“The Welfare of Animals in Animal-Assisted Interventions”-
Jose M Peralta & Aubrey H. Fine Editors

“”Animal Assisted Play Therapy”-Rise VanFleet & Tracie Faa-
Thompson
“Transforming Trauma”-Edited by Philip Tedeschi & Molly 
Anne Jenkins

“Handbook on Animal Assisted Therapy” edited by Dr. 
Aubrey Fine
“Animal Assisted Brief Therapy”-Teri Pichot

www.iiaapt.org
www.aaaiponline.org
www.aai.-int.org
www.habricentral.org

Ready to Learn More?
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Let’s Stay 
Connected.

16


