University of Southern Indiana Center for Communal Studies
Meeting October 2026 
Time: October 22, 2026, 10:30 AM Central Time (US and Canada)
Meeting ID: 978 9446 5116
Zoom Link: https://usi.zoom.us/j/97894465116

Board Members Present
Dr. Gregory W. Brown (Retired Principal Christa McCauliffe Alternative Middle School); Ms. Jennifer Greene (Archivist/permanent board member, Librarian, USI); Ms. Leslie Townshend (Senior Director Community Engagement/permanent board member, USI); Dr. Del Doughty (Dean, College of Liberal Arts/ex officio, USI); Ms. Marna Hostetler (Dean Rice Library/ex officio, USI); Dr. Matthew Hanka (Professor of Political Science, USI); Mr. G. Graham Perry III (Historic Cemetery Preservation Specialist at the Tennessee Historical Commission); Dr. Carol Medlicott (Professor Emerita of Geography. Northern Kentucky University); Dr. Andrew Buck (Professor of Sociology, USI); Dr. Mike Strezewski (Professor of Anthropology, USI); Dr. Joshua Lockyer (Professor of Anthropology Arkansas Tech University)	

Special Guests:
Francis Romana, University of Cambridge, UK and Daisy Romano

Director
Dr. Silvia Rode (Associate Dean, College of Liberal Arts; Professor of German, USI)
Administrative Assistant
Ms. Julie Cox
Center Location
University of Southern Indiana, University Archives and Special Collections (David L. Rice Library, Communal Studies Reading Room 3022)

Meeting Location
University Center 2217/18
______________________________________________


I. Acknowledgements
· Greg Bown was elected Vice-President of the Communal Studies Association.
· Jennifer Greene was elected to the board of the Communal Studies Association.

II. Director Elections
Final board meeting for Silvia Rode as director
(Please see attachments)
Section 1 – Director and Board of Advisors Director: The Director is appointed by the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts from the Liberal Arts faculty. Faculty interested in the directorship apply to the Board of Advisors who shall forward the recommendation to the dean. The Director of the Center for Communal Studies is the permanent Chair of the Board. The Director issues an annual report by the end of the spring semester and fulfills the purposes identified in Article 1, Section 2. 
Board of Advisors: The Board is an advisory body. Board membership shall be determined by invitation of the current Board and is immediately effective. Vacancies and new positions on the Board are filled by invitation and approved by a majority of the Board. The Board consists of no less than eight (8) members, and no upper limit of members. Board members serve renewable, staggered, four-year terms. 
Permanent Members of the Board: The Center Director, the David L. Rice Library Archives Librarian, and a representative from Historic New Harmony are Permanent Members of the Board. 
Ex-Officio Members of the Board: The Dean of the College of Liberal Arts, the Director of the David L. Rice Library, and the Chair of the History Department are Ex-officio Members of the Board.

III. Recommendations
Director Historic New Harmony will be permanent board member
Senior Director of Community Engagement will be permanent board member

IV. Owen/Maclure 200th Anniversary Conference Update 
Matt Hanka, Chair of the Conference Planning Committee
Diane Sanders, Director of Historic New Harmony  

V. Communal Studies Minor Update (Andrew Buck)

VI. Communal Studies Association Update (Greg Brown)

VII. Academics, Outreach and Engagement
· Special guests: Daisy and Francis Romano. Francis is a PhD candidate in the Department of Social Anthology at Cambridge University, UK. Francis has received a J1 visa sponsorship through the Center for Communal Studies and the University of Southern Indiana. 
· Jennifer Greene presented with Ryan Rokicki and Heidi Taylor-Caudill on “The Community of Equality in the Archives.” She serves on Owen Maclure conference planning and the 200th anniversary planning committees.
· Andy Buck serves on the Owen Maclure conference planning committee.
Matt Hanka chairs the Owen Maclure conference planning and the 200th anniversary planning committees.
· Silvia Rode serves on the Owen Maclure conference planning and the 200th anniversary planning committees.
· Mayor of Wiernsheim/Iptingen postponement of visit to New Harmony. 
· Successful USI101 Screaming Eagles experience in New Harmony, Fall 2026.
· Strezewski presented at various venues.
· Rode visited two intentional communities in Ecuador. 

VIII. University Archives & Special Collections
· Finalizing the donation terms with Lilith Hafner of Dancing Rabbit. They requested some restrictions on publication access for 20 years. Collection would be open for student research.
· Working with Beverly Seckinger, University of Arizona, to secure the b-roll footage from the documentary “Hippie Family Values,” and research notes and files. We will have a perpetual license for the film.
· Gerald Gutek sent some books and research notes from his collections. Books are being added to the general collection and research files will be added to his collection in the archives.
· Clark Kimberling has provided the collections with the transcripts of the Owen letters he used for his recent presentation. These will be shared with WMI. He is also donating a copy of the presentation.
· Susie Wolf (retired English Professor, USI0 has a collection of handwritten letters and person photographs from her family who were involved with Paramhansa Yogananda in the 1920s. We have scanned the letters, and she will donate the originals after she has completed her research.
· University of Virginia Press requested to use an image from the Janzen collection, West buildings in Groveland Shaker Village (CS 662-009hp-0007b) for the cover of the publication “Regionalism and Utopia: The Speculative Radicalism of Local Color in the Long-Gilded Age" by Andy Harper.
· Elizabeth Ray, IU graduate student, requesting to use the collections during the conference. She is going to send me a list of what collections she wants to access.
Reference 
12 requests for communal studies.
IX. Budget
The Center for Communal Studies annual budget was reduced from $7,135.00 to $5,775.00.  A travel allocation of $1,360.  	
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