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PIGEON ROOST MASSACRE LESSON PLANS

Candace Taff Carr

On the afternoon of September 3, 1812, tweﬁty»foar
pioneers living in a typical scattered settlement on the
southern Indiana Territory frontier, were brutally murdered
and mutilated by a band of marauding Indians. This was a
tragic but familiar scene in the history of the westward
exXpansion. In the context of the War of 1812, this attack on
a small, unprotected settlement was NOT 'a-. surprise.. Men were gone
to war, Detroit had just been captured by the British and the
Indians, and Harrison had negotiated several unpopular treaties
with the Indians. In the narrower scope of Indiana's history,
this massacre was perhaps the most atrocicus of any Indian~settler
conflict; its impact was felt for several years afterward.
However, it is important that the histgry student study the
Pigeon Roost Massacre in context so that the student is not
prejudiced by the violence or by one side of the conflict.

Through background information on the historical

setting, and through details of the massacre itself, from a
site visit, and through classroom discussion these lessons will
shed a great deal of insight on this period of history, and it
should give students a better understanding of how political

conflicts can become personal tragedies.



The content of these lessons include:

1) background material on the settler/Indian conflict
of America, especially the Indiana territory in
the early 1800's

2) introduction of the political decisions, national
policies, and war strategies that resulted in
attacks on settlers on the frontier

J) perspectives of both sides of the conflict; both
the settler and Indian {as much as can be allowed
using white man's resources)

4) details of the massacre, aftermath, and pursuit of
Perpetrators

The objectives are that students will:

1) determine the cause and effect of the Pigeon Rcost
Massacre

2) analyze the reliability of sources; discriminating
between primary and secondary sources; identifying
personal bias

3) apply written accounts to a variety of maps, locating
landmarks, the route and geographic features

4) appreciate the resourcefulness of their pioneer and
Indian ancestors

5) experience a visit to a historic site, recognizing
the importance of preservation

Grade level: 4th grade 3ccial Studies, prior to statehood
sth grade Social Studies, movement west
8th grade, American History
lith grade, American History

Teaching strategies used:

1) Lecture, due to scarcity of material at an appropriate
reading level

2} Reading documents (personal accounts, newspaper article
3) Discussion, for sharing feelings and opinions; large

group and small groups should be used due to
sensitivity of subject matter
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Lesson § 1 -- Overview; Indian Conflict in the Indiana Territory
around 1813

Objectives: Students wilil:

1} recognize events of early 1800's that led to
conflict in 1813

2) determine the cause and effect of the Pigeon Roost
massacre _

3) describe the historic and geographic setting of
€vents of Indian conflict in 1813 and locate
on a map

Materials: Quote by Zebulon Collings
TimeLine with dates, but no events
Classroom map of Indiana or Great Lakes region

Introduction:

Teacher reads quote by Zebulon Collings; ask students what event
might generate such remarks

Development:

Teacher lectures on the conflict of culture in the Indiana
Territory from 1800 to 1813

Students can fill out a timeline with the dates written in,
they can £ill in the events as the teacher covers
them

Conclusion:
e dslon:

Students locate sections of langd gained by treaties, Battle of
Tippecance, site of Pigeon Roost Massacre

Students and teacher should recall and retell the sequence of
events leading up to the massacre

Teacher should present the material matter-of-factly with sensi-
tivity to the brutality ; the moral issue will be
dealt with in Lesson 4 4.



Quote py Zebulon Collings

“The manner in which [ used to work in those perilous times
was as follows: On all occasions I carried my rifle, tomahawk, and
butcher knife, with a loaded pistol in my belt. When I went to
plow, I laid my gun on the plowed ground and stuck up a stick by it
for a mark, so [ could get it quickly in case it was wanted. 1 had
two good dogs. [ tock one into the house, leaving the other out.
The one outside was expected to give the alarm, which would cause the
one inside to bark. I would then be awakened, and my guns were
always loaded. I kept my horses in a stable close to the house,
which had a porthole so that I could shoot to the stable door.
During the two vears. [ never went from home with any certainty
of returning--not knowing the minute [ might receive a ball from
an unknown hand; but in the midst of all these dangers, God, who
never sleeps nor slumbers. has kept me.”

from John Dillon History of Indiana. Indianapolis: Bingham & Doughty,
1859, pp. 492-494. These words are from a family member
of the settlement raided in the Pigecn Roost Massacre. Dillon
states, "many settlers on the northern and western frontiers
of Clark, Jefferson, Harrison and Knox counties lived in a
state of alarm” after the massacre “until the close of the
war (of 1812) in 1815.”




1763

1783-1789
1785

1787

1735

1800
1803-1809
i811

June 1812
August 15
August 16
Sept. 3
Sept. 4-12
Sept. 5-12
Oct./Nov.
Dec. 1812
Dec. 28
Mar., 1813

April 1813

‘Indian Conflict Timeline

White settlement forbidden in the Ohio valley by the
Proclamation of 1763

»

Treaty of Paris allows Americans to settle west of the
Applachian Mountains: Both Indians and settlers claim
land

Land Ordinance claims that before land can be soid
publicly, Indian claims must be purchased and
surveyed

Northwest Ordinance is put into place, creating the
Northwest Territory

Ireaty of Greenville: firgt part of Indiana is negotiated
with the Indlans; the Shawnee migrate to North Carolina:
Tecumseh and the Prophet begin plans for Indian confed-
eration

Harrison becomes the Governor of the Indiana Territory

Series of land cessions are made with Harrison

Battle of Tippecarnoce

War is declared on Britain

Fort Dearborn Massacre

Detroit is surrendered to British/ Indians

Pigeon Roost Massacre

Siege on Fort Harrison

Siege on Fort Wayne

Major Hopkins Expeditions, resulting in Spurs Defeat

Battle of Mississinewa

Harrison resigns as Governor/ Gibson takes over

Battle of Tipton's TIsland

Thomas Posey becomes Governor of Territory



June, 1813 Bartholomew's raid
Oct., 1813 Battle of Thames/ Tecumseh is killed

Dec. 1814 Treaty of Ghent ends War of 1812



- 1787

Indian Conflict Timeline

1763

1783-1789

1785

1795

1800

1803-1809

1811

June 1812

August 15, 1817

August 16, 1812

September 3, 1812

September 4-12, 1812

September 5-12, 1812

October/November, 1812

December, 1812

December 28, 1812

March, 1813




April, 1813

June, 1813

October, 1813

December, 1814
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Map Key:

L o e T © 2 T W i e e U B s

Indiana and during the War of 1812

Fort Dearborn massacre, August 1812
Fort Detroit surrender

Fort wayne seige

Battle of Mississinewa

Fort Greenville

FOrt Harrison seige

FOrt Knox (Vincennes)

Charlestown

Clarksvillie



Lesson # 2 -~ The Pigeon Roost Massacre

Objectives:

Materials:

Intreduction:

Development:

Conclusion:

Students will:

1) compare and contrast eye witness and scholarly
accounts of the massacre

2} determine biases and differences in accounts

3) transfer knowledge from a written text to a
variety of maps

Teacher prepared site maps (1 per student)

pencils, markers or crayons

copy of Indiana Sentinel account, Dillon account,
and Funk article

Locate site on large classroom map of Indiana, finding
Muscatatuck River and Charlestown

Teacher reads aloud Indiana Sentinel account while
students record names of victims

Teacher reads the Dillen account while students record
hames of victims (this time it can be done at the
board)

Discuss any discrepancies of facts, reliability of
author, develop criteria for judging reliability

Give students a copy of the Funk article; this can be
done in small groups or individually

Have the students answer gquestions comparing and contras-—
ting all three accounts



TRAIL of the

PIGEON ROOST
MASSACRE

*
N



Map Key:.

SRR LB = VI NC R
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10,
11,
12,
13

A

Trall of the Pigeon Roost Massacre
tlias Payne home, family killed
Vienna Blockhouse

Elias Payne and Isaac Coffman Killed
Jeremiah Payne’s home

Mrs. Henry Collings killed

Richard Collings’ home, family killed
Henry Collings’ home

William E. Collings’ home

John Morris’ home, family killed

Dr. John Ritchie’s home

John Bigg’s home

Zebulon Collings’ home and Blockhouse
Charlestown

Present Pigeon Roost Monument



9. How did the massacre change the lives of those who still lived
in the Indiana Territory?

* % ¥

Arville Funk article, from The Hoosier Scrapbook, 1981, page 4.
10, Find three facts that add to vyour knowledge or change your
knowledge about the massacre.

11. Which of the three accounts is the most emotional? personal?
factual? Tell why vou chose each answer,

12. Why should students of history read more than just one account
0of a historic event?
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Pigeon Roost massacre

24 settlers are slain in 1812 Indian raid on Scott County area

The first and most tragic of seversl
Indian raids and massacres in the indi-
ana Territory during the War of 1812
oceurred at the little settlement of
Pigeonn Roost in Vienna Township of
Scott County a few miles south of pres.
ent-day  Scottsburg.

The Pigeon Roost community had been
settied by an old rugged frontiersman
and soldier, William E. Coliings, whe
brought his family and relatives plus
several neighbors from Kentucky to
Indiana in the spring of 1809. The settle-
ment was named after the roosting place
of thousands of passenger pigeons who
provided a plentiful food supply for the
settiers and were slaughtered and sold
for 25 cents per bushel to settlers at
Jeffersonville. The founder of the settle.
ment had served as a soldier in the Rev-
clutionary War and had become known
and respected for his marksmanship with
a rifle. Although there were no Indians
living around the Pigeon Roost commun-
ity, several groups hunted in that viein.
Ity and the settlers were accustomed fo
seeing them.

With the outbreak of the War of 1812,
many of the men of the Pigeon Roost
community went off to war with Gen.
William  Henry Harrison's indiana
Militia. By August of 1812, thg British
had ecaptured Ft Michjl‘imackmag, Ft.
Detroit and Ft. Dearborn (at Chicago)
and were in command of much of the old
Northwest Territory. Several of the In-
dian tribes in the Northwest rushed to
join the British vietors and this started
the raids on the scattered settlements
in the Indiana Territory.

As i precaution, three blockhouses—
one six miles north of Pigeon Roost near
Vienna, one 8 miles southeast of
Pigeon Roost at Silver Creek and one
at Zebulon Collings’ farm 5 miles fouth
of Pigeon Roost—had been built for the
protection of the settiers.

On the first of September 1812, a party
of Indians {mostly Shawnees) crossed
White River near present-day Sparksville
in Jackson County. Traveling southeasi-
erly. the party moved into preseni-day
Scott Couniy on Sepl. 3. This group of
a dozen or more was thought to be on
a hunting expedition.

{Although it has been thought that they
were all Shawnees, there is evidence
that 2 few Miamis and at least one Dela.
ware brave were invoived in the mas-
sacre, A month after the massacre, Gen.
Harrison, in a letter to the U.S, secretary
of war, stated that he was holding a
Miami braves prisoner at Ft, Wayne who
had admitted being with the war party
at Pigeon Roost. Also, one of the Pigeon
Roost settlers identified a Delaware

brave who had hunted around the settle.
ment as a guide for the group.)

In the late afternoon of Sept. 3, the
war party arrived at the farm of Elias
Payne who lived northeast of present.
day Vienna. Payne's wife and seven
childrern were the first victims. The
Indians scattered household goods and
burned the cabin, Circling westward to
avoid the Vienna blockhouse, the party
Came upan Isaac Coffman and Fiias
Payne, wha were hunting bee trees and
were unarmed. Coffman was killed
instantly, but Payne, though morially
wounded, succeeded in fleeing some
distance. His body was found the next
day and buried beside the Salem Road
a mile west of Vienna. The grave is no
longer in existence, as il was demolished
during the construction of Interstate 65.
The hestile party continued south along
the old scttlement road toward the cahin
of Elias's brother, Jeremiah Payne.
However, Jeremiah's cattle, which were
grazing in woods north of the cabin,
were stampeded by the Indians and the
noise warned them and they escaped to
the blockhouse in Vienna.

Just south of the Jeremiah Pavne
house, the war party surprised Mrs.
Henry Collings. who was returning on
horseback to her home at Pigeon Roost
from a visit with Mrs., Jeremiah Payne.
Mrs. Collings was murdered and her
body matilated.

Just before sundown. the party arrived
at the Pigeon Roost settlement.

The home of Richard Collings. a sen
of the settlement's founder, was at the
east end of the community. While Rich-
ard was serving with Harrisons’ militia
at Vincennes, his wife and seven small
children, were attacked and killed by
part of the group within a few minutes.
The remaining members of the war
party raided the Henry Collings cabin.
Henry was pulling flax in a field near
his cabin when he was shat and wounded.
However., he managed to crawl under a
farge pile of flax where he hid until the
next day. His would was severe and he
died within a week, but not before
identifying’ Little Killbuek, s Delaware
brave, as the Indians’ guide and the cne
who had shot him.

Just west of Henry Collings’ cabin was
the cabin of William E. Collings. Old
Capt. Norris, of Charlestown, who %a;d
been wounded in the shoulder and dis-
abled at the Battle of Tippecanoe the
year before, was staying at the cabin.
Also, there were the voungest children
of Collings: Lydia. 15, and John, 13,

At the first sight of the Indians,

4

john rushed toward the cabin. William

Collings upheld his fame as a marksman’
when he killed the pursuing Indian with
a well-directed shot just as he was about
te tomahawk the boy. Of the {our
irapped in the cabin, only William
provided armed resistance since Norris
could not fire effectively because of the
shoulder wound. William Collings proved
to be the only resistance the war party
was Lo meet during the entire massacre

and he is credited by family tradition
with killing four of the Indians in de-

feriding his cabin home.

As darkness zpproached, William Col-
lings realized the Indians would set fire
to the cabin, so the four remaining
members of the settiement decided to
slip out after dark and try to reach
Zeublon Collings’ blockhouse south of
the settlement. Zebulon was ancther son
of the founder of Pigeon Roost. During
the escape, William became separated
from Narris and the two children. and
finally reached Zebulan's house the next
marning. Norris and the children wan-
dered in the woods all night and finally
returned te Pigeon Roost after the
Indians had departed.

After meeting the armed resistance
of William Caollings anrd losing part of
their number, the Indians turned west
and after a few miles came to the cabin
of John Morris. Morris also was away
with Gen. Harrison's army and the war
p;_rig killed Morris' mother, wife and
child.

The family of John Biggs lived just
west of the Morris home. Biggs also was
away with the army at Vincennes and
had left his wife and three children at
home. Mrs. Biggs; who was a daughter
of William Coilings, fled with the chiid-
ren to the woeods near the cabin. One of
the children was just an infant and, when
the mother attermnpted to keep the bahy
from crying out, she accidentally smoth.
ered the child with her shawl However,
she and two other children escaped.

By the morning of Sep. 4, the war
party headed north to escape the posse
of settlers they knew weuld soon be in
pursuit. That merning, Jeremiah Payne
rode inte Charlestown in Clark County
and brought the news of the massacre.
in a few short hours, gver 200 artmed men
under Maj, John McCoy left Chariastown
it pursuit of the Indians. The militia
trailed them as far ag the forks of the
Muscatuck where they wound the river
flooded and could net cross. They then
turned back and marched to Pigeon
Roost for the sad task of identifying #1d
burying the vietimg of the massacre.



Lesson # 3 == Field Trip to Pigeon Roost Memorial

*Objectives: Students will--

l)recall sequence of events concerning the massacre
upon arrival at the site

Z)note the inscription on the memorial, the location
and upkeep of the site

3lcollect data from the cemetery

4)reflect upon the event in a period of silence

Materials: camera
Indiana road map
Scott County map
dark crayons and large sheets of newsprint

Introduction:
LNLIOdUCTIon

Students will trace the travel to the site on an Indiana road
map.

Students will trace the route of the raiding Indians on a
Scott County map and locate the site.

Review the list of victims and survivors and the Pigeon Roost
maps done in class for lesson #2.

Development:

Visit the site. Walk around the memorial, noting inscriptions,
upkeep of the site.

Tour the cemetery, making rubbings of tombstones with the same
family names of victims and survivors.

Engage the assistance of a Friends of Pigeon Roost resource
perscon to speak to the group at the site.
(Contact Mrs. Helen Trueblood, Pigeon Roost Massacre
Agsociation, R.R. #3, Scottsburg, Indiana 47170)

Conclusion:

Reflect upon the event in a period of silence before leaving
the site.

Analyze the data collected in the cemetery. Discuss the
feelings of being on the site, the condition of the
site, the appropriateness of the locatien, and future
of the site.
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Lesson # 4 -- Cause and Effect of the Pigeon Roost Maséacre
RESQLUTIONS
Objectives: Students will:

1} analyze events that ultimately resulted in the
Pigeon Roost massacre

2} make associations of cause and effect

3) evaluate the immediate solutions at the time of the
massacre

4) generate sclutions in light of hindsight

Materials: pencil

paper

Introduction:
Read list cf events leading up to the Pigeon Roost massacre from

the time line

Divide class into groups of 3 to 5; each group will determine

a facilitator and recorder

Cevelopment:

Within each group come to consensus on the three major causes
of the massacre (5-10 minutes, record)

Within each group come to consensus on the three major results
of the massacre (5-10 minutes, record)

Within each group discuss the success of the sclutions to the
Indian conflict in the early 1800's; record a group
opinon about these sclutions

Generate two or three "better" solutions to the conflict; record

Conclusions:

Reassemble as a large class, each recorder reports on the groups
findings

As a class, evaluate the solutions to the Indian conflict in
the sfarly 1800's; discuss the best solutions

Ask students for any insights achieved as a result of this study



- Pligeon Roost Massacre

Victims

1. Isaac Coffman
Elias Payne
2. Mrs. Elias Payne
Seven Children
4. Mrs. Henry Collings
5. Mrs. Richard Collings
Seven Children
6. Henry Collings

8. Mrs. John Morris
child
mother-in-law
9. Child of Mrs. John Biggs

Others:

John Zink--ranger from Washington
County, killed in pursuit of Indian

raiders

Survivors

3. Jeremiah Payne and family

7. William Collings

Lydia and John Collings
Captain Norris

10. Mrs. John Biggs
Two children

Il. Dr. John Ritchie
wWife Siche

Others:
Mrs. Beal, two children
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Yount
two children, another horn
that night
Mrs. Betsy Johnson

Total lost: twenty-five (g adult, 15 childrem

William Collings, patriarch of the settlement, lost one son (Henry)y,
Wo daughters-in-1law (Mrs. Henry, Mrs. Richard), and eight grand-

children in the raid



PIGEON ROQOST MASSACRE
Enrichment activities

.Make a timeline of all the eévents concerning American/Indian conflicts
from 1893 to 1816,

Write a letter to a relative living in another area from the view-
point of a survivor of the Pigecn Roost Massacre.

Make a salit and flour map of the area around Pigeon Roost, including
the three blockhouses.

Write a tall tale about William Collings and his hercic deeds on the
Indiana frontier.

Make a map of the Indiana or Northwest Territory showing all the
Indian conflicts and where they occcured.

Design a better monument for the massacre site. Write an original
epitaph and dedication ceremony.

Write a poem or ballad about the massacre.

Write your own newspaper article or radio news script as an on-the-
spot reporter the day after the event.

Create a crossword puzzle with clues that can be answered with facts
about the event.

Organize a debate over the land issue.
Made a model of one of the family cabins OR of one of the blockhouses.

Write a one to two page essay telling everyone what we should learn
about conflict, settling conflict and compromise.

Make a bulletin board for your class about this event.
Prepare gquestions for an oral history interview with William Collings,
Mrs. John Biggs, and Captain Devault. Make sure each list relates

to that person's experiences.

Write a chapter for the book, Indiana's Frontier Tragedies, which
tells of the massacre.

Write a one-page defense paper from the perspective of an Indian
on the raid. Give his reasons for participating in the massacre.

Design some artwork and write an epitaph for each of the victims of
the massacre.

Paint or draw a mural of the Pigeon Roost settlement before the
massacre
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