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Willinm Henrv Harrison
Willaim & sﬁf*} Harrison was i?i‘f?.“ 27 vears old when he became the
G Emmﬁa ‘E"% ‘* : i}%% was born in Berkelev, Virginiz, on Feb.
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a ﬁg&w ¢ i’ the E}fﬁaia 3% o0 {}i indipendence and was later the
vernor of Virginia.

Harrison joined the army at an early age and was moved to Uhio, He
served with General St Clair and General Wavne against the indians. In Chio
he also metl and married Anna Symmes, the daughter of Judge John C
Svmmes, a wealthy land speculator.

He resigned from the army and served as Secretary of the Northwest
Territory under Governor 5t. Clair in 1797-1798. Harrison had g thorough
Enowledge of the Indlans and could deal skilifully with them either by war
ar dipiomacy.

It earty 1801 Governor Harrison arrived 2t the capital of the Indiana
Territory, Vincennes. He built a brick mansion there which became a center
of activity for the Indiana Territory, Indiana couniry st this Ume was wild,
thiniv setiled, almost whoily without roads of anv kind and constantly
threatened by attack from the Indigns. There was no proper law
enforcement.

Governor Harrison had 1o

1} Establish a government for the Territory. _

21 Desl with the Indians and secure as much of their land as possible.

3Burvey this land and grant titles 1o it to the white settiers who were
now immigraling in farge numbers,
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A government was esiablished with Governor Harrison gt the head and 3
judges appointed by Congress. Harrison was greatly aided by an old
experienced Indian irader named John Gibson, who EE%Z%E; been appointed
Secretary of the Territory, The capital bullding was a rudely consiructed
frame building on the first floor of which were government offices. The
second [toor was the assembly room and and was reached by an oviside
staircase.

During this time, in & treaiies Governor Harrison obiained for the U5
most Gf outhern indiana. Afler peacelul means seemed useless in dealing
with the Shawnee Tecumsen and his brother the Pronhet, Governor Harrison
f&fuzzﬁiﬁ an army of ab out 900 men. He marched north and east 1o g place
X miles north of present day Lafgyette. In Tecumseh's absence, the Proghet
and the other Indians attacked Harrison and his men early in the morning of
Nov. 7, 181k The Indians were defeaied. ’E“%zif-: waEs ‘é?;é fast maior batlle
petween white men and Indians in Indizna. 11 is known as the battle of
Tiopecanos.



Governor Harrison became very famous for this battle and later received
his title "0ld Tippecanoe” from his part in this battle. Numerous Indiana
countiies are named for officers in this battle--Bartholomew, Daviess, Dubois.
Owen, Randolph, Wells, to name a few.

Soon after the Battle of Tippecanoe, John Gibsen became acling governor
because all of Harrison's time was taken by his military duties in connection
with the War of 1812, and with his duties as Superintendent of Indian
Affairs. Gibson acied as governor from July 1812 10 Mav 1813, Thomas
Posey succeeded Gibson and served as Territorial Goevernor uniil Indiana
became a state in 1816,

Between [800 and 1816 many settlers had poured inte the Indiana
Territory. There was plenty of government land which was sold 1o the
settiers at a very low price. often as little as $1.25 per acre. Land Offices
were set up at different places by the Federal government. the first one
being at Vincennes in {805, People who wanted land could buy it through a
land office. According to the Land Ordinance of 1785 this land had Lo be
surveved and divided into tracis before it could be sold, However, some of
the land had aireadyv been claimed by persons who had seitled on it befure
the survev fsguattersi and the government had 10 recognize their claims in
some wav. These problems. together with the question of making further
land treaties with the Indians, were ones which Governor Harrison had to
solve,

The first capito! building for Indiana Wm. Henry Harrison was onlv 27
fl'erz:;tory was a plain dwelling house vears old when he became governor
in Vincennes. of the Indiana Territory.
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’E‘;e @g}*éimim of the Indiana Territory in 1800 was &;:z‘%f“%zm&ﬁ v &
Thet 1 v all of Indiana, the weglern haif of Michi ga
andg 1 ;fzas f??ﬁﬁﬁzz? siates of [Hinois and %‘iﬁssﬁmm it even included part of
what is now Minnesota

There were only 2 counties in Indiana proper at this time--Knay and 84
Clair. Nearly all of the people in what is Indiana today lived either at
Vincennes or at Clark's grant. Vincennes was the oldest and aiso the iargest

setilzment. The second largest seitlement and the {irst all-American
settlement was ai Clarksville, This was on the land that had been granted i
General George Rogers Clark and the men in his armv for their services in
winning the Northwest Territory {rom the English.

Most of the settlements in the Indiana Territory were on or near water—
the Uhio, the Wabash, the Whitewater, and the White Rivers, and the smaller
streams which flowed into these rivers. Nearly all the people lived in the
southern part of the state, south of a line drawn between the present citjes
of TerreHauie and Richmond. The Indians were still in possession of the
entire state norih of that line. Each of the setilemenis mentioned were litlje
more than 2 couniry settlement, Lawrenceburg was esiablished in the
exireme southeastern part of the territory. From there the more

veniuresome families pushed ’ii}@g‘ way up the valley of the Whitewate
River.

Vevay and Switzerland County were settled by immigrants whose
original home had been Switzerland. Corvdon owed iis beginning (o some
pioneers from Kentucky. From Corvdon, seitlers proceeded northward
toward the present towns of Paoli and Salem. Gthers from Kentucky crossed

Bie Ohio River and founded Madison. Some ventured farther north to the
fand near the oresent towns of Vernon and Columbus. Farther southwest,
hunters from Kentucky came (o the sites of Boonville and Princeton but
Wowns were nol 1gid out there unti! after 1812 The most traveled road in
the whole Territory was from New Albany 1o Vincennes along the Buffalo
Trace,

In 1205 Indiana Territory was advanced 1o the second stage. &
territorial legislature and a governor took the piace of the old rule of
governor and 3 judges. In the same vear, Michigan Territory was separated
from Indiana. In 1809 lilinois Terrilory was separaled, and Indiana became
the approvimaie shape of what it is today.

The cost of 4 siate governmen! was 1oo expensive 3t this time, bul with
the end of the War of 1817 aflocd of immigrants swarmed &r zzr; Eﬁééﬁﬁa,
The population of Indizna jumped from about 25000 in IR10 1o about
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When the legislature met in [813, it decided that the capital of Indiana
should be moved from Vincennes 1o a center location. [t was decided to
move it to Corvdon. This was done on Mav 1, 1813. In December of 1815 the
territorial legislature asked Congress for admission as a state.

It was well known that Indiana would enter the Union as a free state and
on account of a compromise between the representatives of the slave and
the free statesin Congress, Indiana could not become a state until there was
also a slave state readv for admission. Mississippi was readv 10 become a
state in [816, so Congress prepared an Enabling Act for Indiana. This
authorized the people 10 "form for themselves a constitution and state
government,

Assignment.  Locale each of the following early settiemenis on the map of
Indiana. Place g dot in the proper place and then write the name begide the

dot.

Vincennes Vevay leffersonville Boonville
Lawrenceburg Princeton Corydon Salem

Fort Wayne Madison Brookville New Albanv
Paoli New Harmony Rockport Evansville

Locate by writing the names in the proper locations:
W hite River Tippecanoe River Ohio River
Whitewater River Lake Michigan Wabash River
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