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French sncounter $rom ths Brtian in brading withn the Indiams, £5
Frenrh mercensary adds an slement of FUspense by Kidnapping T

3#quw Decause of the latter s azbilit, to speak English,

SCUEEion of the deve elopment of the plaot wi il help students

undwr stand the French pozition in Indians during the 17th and

{84h cenmfuries, Why did Girocux want o Capture T Jacque? Ifhat
made many of the Indians decide o ftrade with the French, suen
tnough they receivesd more goods in return for their furs fram the
English™ hame gxampies in this story af the good feelings shared
oetiwesn the French and the Indiane. Sheow siides of pictures of
the French hauss in Mincennes, Fart Duiatenon, and Fart Wavne .
The bock The Sign af the Beaver may be substituted but would naot
anzwer all of the gquestions pofed for the first Dook,

bevelaping the leczon. lave students examine Targe,

garly French maps pointing cut that the French cartographers”
Work traces the ewplorers discoveries within the North dmer | A
continent.  These maps are part of the legacy which the French
fave lTefi o present and Ffuturs generations Also have students
coloer individuz) maps (1lustrat nng the Frenchs Spanish, and
English Jand claims in North America.  Have them draw 3 line sast
and west through Indiana rear Terre Haute to indicate the

[P ]

Beparation of the two colonies of Mew Frances Lansds and
Louisiarma.

Orie war to introduce the French inhab, tamts’ slothing would

entail the modeling of a French cut+it by the tescher or x
student, Jutdits made for paper dolls could be uzed for = Similar
discussion of the names of Clathing articles and their purposs .,
Reading the |n+urmat;mn included in this lessean wauld be ancther
WaY te preszent the ¢ 'othing, as weli &%, information pertaining
to the the French customs chegerved by the inhabitants of New
France. Teach the French song "Alouette," sung by women while
they olucked fowls v which is indicative of the French inclination

ta combing work with BONGS.

C@hrlud'nq the Lesson. Students would divide into groups.
Ezch group would be given a canos and provisions including beadds,
blankets, and cloth for the uayager trip from Montreal to
Louvisiana. Students roll g die, determining how many ELALES
the group’s canoe can move , qlulnl 2ach group one chance to moue
_1fh round and alternating turns with ezch group . Befaore the die
g rolled, the student mil = -t answer a que:fion relating to the
»gad; of the French psriod in Indiana. ITow dots designate
Mazards Fregquiring the student to fallow the presceribed
instructions., Black dots are forts and offer the studerts an
QEpOrtuni ty to trade some of the o alu TR I fur, The
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. A ostuden

=3
teaxcher can use the questions suggested in this tezson, guesticrs
pertaining to the study of the ch o forts in Indiana, ar other
questionzs of importance retating to the French in Indiars. Thae
hiective of thas Game to oarrive st Louisiana with the Mmoe
+
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Early French Inhabitants of Indiana: iscovering Qur Lozt Legacy

The story of the French in Indiana spams 3 little more than
a century, The Ffirst Frenchman ta record Ris stay in Indianz was
Robert de La Salle in 1479, Settliement was pot establi shed until
the early 17007 in response to 3 need to maintain trade with the
friendly Indians and to restrict the encroachment of English +fur
traders.  Even though the three forts maintained by the French in
the territory, Koown today as Indiansa, reuver supported 3 wverx
Varge population, they piared a signiticant role inp maintaining =
Time of communication befme & the fTwo French colonies of MNew
France: Canada and Louisiana, The French aizo established
contact with the Indians which was to leave an irreversible

pattern + change in the iattsr”

&
: g way of life, @&lthough the
French were not forced to lezus a4t

i

&

rothe Americans assumsd
J&F, many @t the French felt
rritory under Spanish rule

¥

bl

cantrol of the fortz in Indianas
unide l come and left to mowe 5 th

Earty accounts of thosze visiting the Frernch would have us
believe that the French were lazw pecple who ware more
interested in having fun than in tending to agriculture or
industries. Such recordes indicated that the French were
entirsly dependent upon articles received in their trading with
the Indiars and upon the goods sent from France for clath for
their clothing and other basic supplies. In the interest of
tfairness to the sarly French settlers, who jeft 1ittle or no
records to speak for themselues, a student of the history of this
period must look further than the 2arly accounts. Many of the
oritginal recorde were made by invading Englishmen. Aafter
studring the reasons for the French inclination o refrain $rom

weaving, spinning, or other industries of the periad, it becomes
apparent that the French government reguiated nearly every aspect
af the lives of the citizens of Mew Francs. The regulations

were designed to protect the industries in the mather countr,
The King was interested in not anly helping the industries =zt
homs, Dut he also wanted to zdd to the treasury of Franc

T

Citizene of Mew France were subliect to hin gh fines or sevsre
gunishment such as banishment for Sﬁ;nnsna, wWweaLing, or taking
part in some other craft, Industries suech as mining or fur
trading were also burdened with thsse Fegulations., Companiss
which held exclusive trading rights, by Fremeh Taw, wers abls o
set and change prices to zssure both ther advarntage and that of
the French government. These restrictions impeded the growth of
industrises, as well az the population, The French were left with
a0 o aiternative but to make garments from fabrics chtained either

in trading with the Indians or £ram the mother countr»., The

inferior cloth sent to Mew France put the French at & further
Disadvarntage in the *ompet Fian b#fmeeﬂ themselves and the
British in trading with the Indianz, The regulations imposed oo
the French government of Fraﬁce were likely responzible for the
downfall of the French control in Mew France.,



araphy

Afier discovering the wezlth ta be had in the +fur trading
indusiry, the Frenchmen sou dght a route to gxplore in oarder to
claim the land for Francse. The eventual colonizatian of the
interior of North ameries wWas infiusnced by the ggography of the
tand, OFf the entriss tg the interiar, whare the wealth in fuyr
trade was ta ke found, the French used the in?and water
rates of the St Lawrence and the Migsissippi Rivers.

~WEtoms and celebrations

The church was an integral part "¥ the szocixl and politics)
Vife of the community in New France, SﬁémbTIQS after church
Teruices gave inhabitants the Cpportunity to elact cfficials, to
decide pertinent agricultural gquestions (as to when to plant or
Yo haruvesty, and to FUQOest improvemsnts in the COommUnc by,
Celebrationz of important religious holidars were very popul ar,
Christenings, weddings, planting, harvesting, and saints” dars
were all occasions which Called far the Frernch tao celebrate, The
most festive of these celebrations WaE the King Ball which was
held on Epiph ANy, January £, The ¢ itizenry af U incennes, which
included a large number of Lrecles, found enjovment in Tiuely
danmcing, inging, drinking, feastin gy story telling, and general
merery maﬁtxg at thiz pall,

Entertainment was a uital part of the lives of the
trihab:tamts of Mew France. In much the SAMmE Wiy as the piﬂm&nna
from the American coloniss, the French faund Waxs ot combining
wark and fun, SUgar making was one of those times, The
inbabitants woulg leave their homes fo ztay in fﬁmpuﬁarf catins
fear the maple trees. The daws Wi bd Be Filled with working,
visiting, feagt PRg, and ENioYing one another s COMPany,

F“iksmnas‘ story telling, and dsncing were other farms o
zotertainment enjoved by the French and were #% much a part o
the esvervday lives of the pecpie as were the basic necessit]
for survival., Some of the zongs were likelw thaose sung by t
Yorageurs and the coureurs de bois Other songs | Mh ch the Fr
sang in America have heen traced +ﬁ their origi ol
tradition of French Titerature, pMarchi ing zongs, paliticeg)
satire, adventure and loue ballads, trave! songs, and religious
MUsic were all typical of the folWsongs of + }

=angs appealed to the common folik rnd were wunlikKe those
Southern France —-— the Patter being sung ow the troubadour
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Clothing

Jne means of distinguishing the r
communitty in New France wa By their a
sdhering as strictly te th code of dr
WOmen of MNew Framce tended o dress my

& tocxlities, lomen = Mead couer
sectian of Framce 4pom which they came. Feszan
reguired fh«f their petticosts and sKirts be short
around th Qardsrn or pigpen. Both classes of LEATIE
Wole & oh versl petticoats undernest v The weal bl
WOMmen wor the chemise in additien o apronz, and
pookets The materials of the upper o
WIS 77 4 G]HF: AN wers made From finsc
material nt class. The Tatter attached
working imoiem loth, or oish
towel to the w S OOuer wool sock
Or wooden shoe asant women wore on
their feet inp in the summer. Ths
refined upper r shoes or 2 specia!l
zlipper type gather, which would zlip into a
Wooden shoe
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Men“s clothing was diciated Bx their worl, Vowageur
coureurs de bois often wore Indian garments when ftravel|

, of their profits to purchace 4
5iathimg mmsgéb?e for festive occasions. Shirts of wool aor |
WEME Worn oy the lower slazs while fine cotton or 2ilk would be
worn by the gentiemen of the upoer o .

testher was used for the bresches, Shict _ Tass
were adorned with laces and rutfles Shoes were similar to tho
which the women wore,

e

Children were drecsed the sames from birth to abrout eight
€. Mery woung children wore =z simple chemise which
‘ered their Mpees, without any under garments., & boy of eignt
would be appropria LEely dres:nd it he were WEASing # chemise
boedice, and & petticoat wi th a corset or jacket. Girls DTS
dPeﬁsﬁd similarily excent that ther would wear ths hezad cou
coif fashioned after the Tame tyxle as that of their mother
Young girls interested in PUrBUInG & husband could make
their intentions Krown Br the manner of their dress. Zingi
girls’ hats wers the small duster tvpe czxlled a coié flauttant
which lacked the shoulder flaps which marrised women were mn th
Fatz. The jow cut of the bodice and chemise, along with the
tucking af the back of the toep peticoat, displaring z plain
second ane with % border and s third floral ane, alsec indicated
interest ip courtship. &1 women added taver called a tum

7 azize the contour arourd their hips, Heaviness wa
Pthoand alse indicated fauvar Bie prospects £ i
. Gthiing was ons of the obuj DUS wWars of ddentifeing ¢
renoh p@npée on the mmerican Frantisp in 1
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How did the Frenmch change the Tiuves of the Indian in Nerth

FmEr i ca

What limited the Franch people

n Mew France ¥rom adding rnew

i
industries and Encouraging the sxpansion of forfs and Citias

TUCh oz Vincsnnes s

What geographical factars
t 2 S

etermined the path the Erench
and to tie

in Morth America?

eICripticon of the Frepch people, including their
general attitude toward 1ide, entertsinment, and clathing

1

What major aduant
the contest betws
With the Ird)zns?

g8 gid the French hold ouer the English

&N the two groups for contral af fur trade

i
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68
Alouette
Little Lark

Alouette, a work-song which used to be sung while women plucked fowls, does nat seem 1o have surviveg
in France except in Brittany. On the other hand, it is widely known in Canada and every French settlement
in the United States, where the irresistible gayety of its thythm has made it a favorite with every lover of
folk music, whether French. or Engiish-speaking-

ed wi
added in stanzas 3,5, 7, and 9 is sung to measure 3, while that in stanzas 4, 6, and 8 is SUng to measure 6.

The line in parentheses, however, is sung only in the stanza indicated, and every stanza closes with the couplet:
“Alouette, gentill’ alouette,
Alouette, je te plumerai.”

2

Alouete, gentill’ aloyette,
Alouette, ie te plumerai,
Je te plumeraj 1a téte,
Je te plumerai le bec.
{Eh! le bec. Ol

3

Je te plumerai le nez.

{Eh! le nez. Oh!)

4

Je te plumeraj 1o cou.

(Eh! le coun. Oh!)

5.

Je te plumerai le dos.

(Eh! le dos. Oh!)

6

Je te plumerai Ies ailes.

{Eh! les ailes. Ohl)

7

Je te plumerai les cuisses,
{Eh! les cuisses. OQh!)

8

Je te plumera; Jes pattes,
(Eh! les pattes, Oh!)

9

Je te plumerai les doigts,

(Eh! les doigts. Oh!)
Alouette, gentill’ aloyette,
Alouette, je te plumeraj.

2

Little lark, my pretty little lark, Oh!
Little lark, I'll pluck your feathers soft.
I shall pluck your Iittle head,

I shall pluck vour little beak,

(And your beak, Oh!)

3

I shall pluck your litile nose,
{And your nose, Oh!)

4

I'shall pluck your Iittle neck,
{And your neck, Oh!)

5

I shall pluck your ljttle back,
{And your back, Oh!)

6

I shall pluck your little wing,
{And your wing, Oh!)

7
I shall pluck vour little leg,

{And your leg, Oh!)

8

I shall pluck your little feet,
{And your feet, Ch!)

9

I shall pluck your hittle toes,

(And your toes, Oh!)

Little lark, my pretty little lark, Oh!
Little lark, I'l} pluck your feathers soft.

F. B,
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