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LESSON PLAN
The Wabash and Erie Canal

HATERIALS:

Teacher background: Read "What Price Progress: The Story of the Wabash and
Erie Canal." Read other materials listed in the bibliography.

Student information packet

Teacher-made materials

TIME:

Teacher choice: from 1 te 5 class periads

EVALUATION:

Cooperation within group
Construction of appropriate projects
Teacher test

STUDENT GBJECTIVES:

To:
i.

Review the geography of Indiana mo that the student %il]l understand the
gffect it had on the transporting of goods by the pioneer.

Brainstorn the concept of canal transportation and analyze the advantages
and disadvantages of this systen.

Design and construct a canal boat and canal lock.

Compare the cost of canal building with the cost of other transportation
methods.

List the advantages of the canal era for the state and for an individual
compunity,

List the disadvantages of the canal ara for the gtate and for an
individual community.

Anaivze the effect on the gconomy of Indiana.

Explain the "no debt™ provision of the Constitution of 1851,



DAY i: CONTINUATION OF TRANSPORTATION SYSTEKS I ITHDIANZ

I. Review
a, Flannel board
1. Review the physiography of the state {north, central, south)
2. Describe the natural vegetation (87% tree covered, 10% wetr
prairie, 3% dry prairie}
3. Discuss the problems pioneers would have had moving themzalves
and their belongings to Indiana.
HAND OUT ITEM #1: LIST OF ITEHS A PIONEER FAMILY WOULD HAVE
WARTED TO TAKE WITH THEHM
b. Poster of transportation - Accumulated list of various types
1. Review the travel methods used (those prior to canalsg)
2. Have students offer adjectives and nouns to describe what they
think a canal is. Put this on the board.
3. Have students agree or disagree with the subject headings at the
top of the Transportation poster. {These may be changsd at the
conclusion of the upit.:

TI., JAssignment
a. HAND OUT ITEM #2: "TRAVEL IN INDIANZ LONG AGO™ znd have the students
read the pamphlet.

DAY 2: HISTORY OF THE CANALS IN INDIANZ

I. HAEND OUT ITEM #3: MAP OF THE FALLS OF THE OHIO
. SHOW PICTURES OF A FLATBOAT AND A KEELBOAT

1. Discuss what problems the Falls of the Ohio would be for anvone
using either of these methods of transportation. {They would
have to stop and go arcund.)

2. Discuss how the city of Louisville prospered. How did Indiana
hope to capitalize on the Falls also? {by constructing a canzl
which failed because of rock.!}

3. 6o back to the map of the Falls and show where a canal was
built. (on the Kentucky side)

II. HARD OUT ITEM #4: ARTICLE THE FOURTH, THE NORTHVEST ORDINANCE OF 1787
a. Have students read the paragraph and put up their hands when they
find a reference to highwavs and/or transportation. (7 lines frerw hotiom)
b. Have students explain what this line wight mean. {public or tax-
supported roads or right-of-ways)

IIT. HAND OUT MAP OF POET YAVNE
d. Show on a map of Indiana where Fort ¥avne is
b, E=xzplain the word "portaga”
c. Have students recall information they already learned about the
rivers of Indiana
d. Ask them to point on their own 2ap whers the divide iz hetwesn water
that flows to the Atlantic Ocean and water that flows into the Gulf of Mexien
2. Review hov the Indians used the rivers for transportation

I¥. HAHND OUT ITEW #5: "INDIAN TREATIES®
a. Have students mark on this map the proposed route of the Wabash and
Erie Canal (toc the mouth of the Tippecanoe River}
b. Mark on the mav dates for sach of the Indian treaties tha®t ware for
land adjoining the Wabash and Erie Canal.



V. SﬁéﬁﬁﬁéTﬁﬁ WABASH AND EIRIE CANAL BE BUILT ¥ITH FEDERAL FUNDS?
1. History

a.
b,
C.

Reference in the Northwest Ordinance

Recommendation by Gecrge Washington

Tn 180F the Report on Roads and Canals recommended a Federally
funded unified svsiem of roads and canals. This was naot
accepted, but the ides waszs being considered,

Z. TIssues advocating the canajl

.

b.

Hilitary defense against the English and the Indians for moving
men and supplies

1. 1811 Battle of Tippscanoce

Z. 1812-15 the War of 1812 against the British Capadizans

3. 1816 a letter from Capt, Welfee prging the building of 3
canal at Fort Wayne

4. A& way to end the Indian menace by obtaining Indian treaties
for the purpose of canal building

Harkets for those wanting to settle the cheap land on the
frontier {Indiana)

1. The United States government would establish hetter tizinm
to this land by having more settlers living on it, anéd more
would live on it 1if they could get te it with their
belongings by way of a canal boat.

2. Subsistence agricultural practices could he replaced by
productive agricultural practices. Farmers could market
their surplus crops at reasonable prices, ag shivping could
be done on canal boats.

3. Farmers could use their excess profits to purchase goods.
These could be shipped in on canal boats at reasonable prives

Success of the Erie Canal and its opening in 182% spread "Canal
Fever" across Indiana.

1. Hany urged that the Erie Canal could be extended into Indiana
by way of a Wabash and Erie Canal. Hany foresaw great
economic opportunity.

2. From the time of the opening of the Erie Canal until 1837 the
United States was im a period of rapid economic growth and prosperity

3. The Funding

&,

May 26, 1824 - Congress granted 90' on each side of 3 prapoged
canal for the purpose of connecting the Wabash and the Miami of
Lake Erie. {approz 7 miles}

Amidst the celebrations of the opening of the Eris Canal, the state
of Indiana asked Congress to be more generous in their offer.

Harch 2, 1827 - Congress authorized a half-million-acre land grant
to allow Indiana to fipance construction of the canal

Janvary 9, 1832 - Indiana legislature authorized the formation of

a canal commission with the authority to borrow $200,000 fo start
construction.

July 4, 1835 - 32 mile ssction of the canal opened for traffic from
Fort ¥Wayne to Huntington

HAND CUT ITEM #6: "HAMYOTH IHTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS ACT" approved by
General Assembly January 27, 1835,

HAKD OUT ITEM #7: "HISTORIC CANALS OF INDIANZ"

Have students color over the canals that were proposed and built
and, using another coler, shade in canals that were proposed and
not built. Have students research how many of the Hammoth Internail
Improvements Ac¢t projscts were actually completed. {lUse the Hisztoric
Canals of Indiana for some of the answers)



DAY

I.

Iv.

V.

VI.

DAY

I.

3: CONSTRUCTION OF THE CANAL

HAND OUT ITEM #8: "EARLY YEARS DOCHUMENT 71 - CAWRL, WORKERS BROADSIDE (l1z3Ti™

a. Have students get into small groups. TItemize the henafite received by
workers who were emploved by the Central Canal Company. Have students
agk parents or other adults about benefits received by construction
workers today. Have students in the group copbare responsas for 1990 with
list for 1837,

b, Have students reviev the location of the Central Tanal

HAHD OUT ITEM #9: CANAL DAYS IN IHDIANRY
Have students read and do activities

OPTIONAL: The Wabash and Erie Canal in Fountain County (Use maps)

1. Hand out copies of map of Warren and Fountain Countiez {(not incliundad}
and use maps as guide to the following article.

2. HAND OUT ITEM #10: "THE WABASH AND ERIE CAHARL"
Have students pantomime the “Attica-Covington War." What was the
result of this episode? (Use an other information from this article!}

3. Have students work in groups to coanstruct a canal hoat and a canal
lock. Use a shoe box for the lock and poster board for the hoart.
Students can demonstrate how the boat rravels through the canal

HAND OUT ITEM #11: THE CLEARANCE RECORDS AT COVINGTON
Students can determine the types of boats and cargos that travelled along
the Wabash and Erie Canal.

Teacher can read aloud small segments of "THROUGH INDIAMA BY STAGECOACH AND

CANAL BOAT: THE 1843 TRAVEL JOURNAL OF CHARLES B. TITUS" which appeared in

the Indiapa Magazine of Historv, September 1989,

GRME: 6 students can play on each gameboard. EBach will start from a
different place on the map. The objective is to be the first to reach
Williamsport. The vear is 1847 and the Wabash and Frie Canal has just been
opened as far as Covington. Students play by drawing a card for the type
of transportation they are using. {My students constructad a game using
an enlarged map of the early routes in Indiana. Tt was glued inside a

manila folder and an equal number of spaces from ocutgside Tndiana to
Williamsport were drawn on the map. Appropriate cards were made. For exmaple,
boat overturned took one extra day, lose cne turn.!

4: THE DELCINE AND FALL OF THE CANAL ERA

The Hammoth Internal Improvements Bill - What went wrong? Ask students to
speculate about the effects of this bill. Some comments could be:
a. less than 500,000 Hoosiers, who paid annual taxes of $75.000, had
contracted a debt in excess of §10,000,000
b. toc many projects were started at one time: it would have been better to
get one project completed and earning money. Also competition waz keen
for labor and materials.
¢. nec supervision of the overall financial picture. Clearly, some people
got very rich at the state's expense. The state also lost its credit
rating with investors when debts were not paid.
d. the rosy financial picture of 1836 turned into a bleak financial picture
with the Panic of 1837.



IT. How did it all end?
. 1838 - bills could not be paid and work stonped
b, 183% - Indiana faced bankruptey
¢. 1841 -~ the ¥abash and Erie Canal reached the mouth of the Tippsacanoe
River, the ternimus of the 1227 federal land grant to Indiana
d. 1842 - the General Assembly authorized the construction of the ¥ahash
and Erie Canal to Terre Haute
e. 1843 - Ohio completed her porticn of the Canal that extended frem thea
Indiana line to Lake Erie
1847 - Years of indecision concerning the masgive state debt ended when
the General Assembly approved the so-called "Butler Bills." he state
agreed to pay through increased taxation one half of the debt. The
amount totaled $56,732,.880. The state alsoe relinguished conirol of the
Wabash and Erie Canal. It was dseded to bondholderz. but they, in turn,
had to agree to complete the canal to Evansville. In 1£53 the ¥Wahash
and Erie Canal was actually conpleted to the Chic River.
g. HAND OUT ITEM #12: "SPECIAL CANAL STOCK", another document testifving
to the change in ownership of the Wabash and Erie Canal

b
v

ITI. What happened to the other canals?

a. Whitewater Canal - it was completed in 1846 (a total of 76 miles}) by
private interests. By 1865 a railraod ran parallel to it, rendering
it virtually useless.

b. Central Canal - the completed fragments were sold to snrivate interssts

¢. HNo other canals were completed

IV, STUHDENT ACTIVITIES:

a, HAND QUT ITEM #13: "MATHN ROUTES OF TRAVEL IRTO THE OLD NORTHYEST, 18%0"
or ITE¥ #14: "EARLY TRANSPORTATION ROUTES IN INDIRNA™ or “EARLY
TRANSPORTATION IN INDIANAY from Qur Indiana Heritaas,

b. HAND CUT ITEW #15: "POPULATION OF INDIANZ IW 1840. 1850, ANMD 1880.¢
Using caleulators, have students figurs the percentage population increases
for various counties. Color code a large man of Indians such as
Transportation Routes Circa Major 1835~1850" to see if there is any
_carrelatigngbatgeeﬁ the Wabash and Erie Canal and vopulation changes.

DAY 5: END OF CANAL ERA

I. Put on wall a long sheet of bulletin boarsd paper. Have students take marking
pens and write on the papers all the benefits of the canal pericd. On
another sheet of bulletin board paper, have students write commente about
the problems of the canals.

II. 1872 - the "Rocky Hountain" canal boat left Lodi in Parke County and mads it all the
way to Toledo, Ohio. This was the last boat to clear such a diztnace.
Shorter hauls continued to nmads, however.

III. Show glides, “INDIANA CANALS" (Listed in bibliography}
I¥. Canal Society of Indiana, an organization for information on oanals.
V. Effect on Indiana Governnment

a. constitution of 1851

B. "no debt” provigion
¢. How does this affect the credit rating of Indiana?
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i1f they came tec central Indiana in the 1820's and 18230's:

TO0LS ITEM #1
felling axe plows~ made of wood with steel point
broad axe hoes
cross-cut suw: reaping hcoks
planes harrow
draw knife bags or barrels for storage
chiszels chains
harmers o ferks and rakes (made of woed)
ahovels scythe
wadgen .
froe a ANIMALS -
augersg or bits :
adzes horses -~ plus harness or exen
Saws cow:- for milk
cant hook . pigs for meat
square _ ‘ ' chickens (usually later)
files > geese (usually later) fer down’
sharpening stone sheep - wool
hatchets

SUPPLIES
aeeds (corn, wheat, buckwheat, garden seed)
salt
gun, gunpcowder, lead
flour
corn meal

galted mest
HOUSEHOLD GOODS

pots and kettles (cast iron)
Dutch oven (cast 1ron
knives
crockery - jugs, bowls, Jjars
spoons - laddles and dippers
candles - molds
spinning wheels

ene for spinning flax

ene for spinning wool
loom {only if you had room)
seeds’ for herb garden
starts for flowers and shrubs
blankets and bedding
sewing needls and scissors
chests with clothes in them
dishes
clock ~ maybe
family Bible {2 or 3 other books)
furniture - beds, chairs, cupboards

PLUS A WAGON TO BRING ALL OF THIS TO WARREN COUNTY
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